~GMA signs law
extending CARP

By PAOLO ROMERO and DINO BALABO

PLARIDEL, Bulacan
— President Arroyo
signed into law yester-
day a measure extend-
ing the Comprehensive
Agrarian Reform Pro-
gram (CARP) for an-
other five years begin-
ning July 2009 and al-
locating P1.5 billion for
its implementation.

She said the law,

which will implement
the CARP with Exten-
sion and Reform
(CARPER), is a contin-
uation of the efforts of
her father and the late
former President Cora-
zon Aquino to complete
agrarian reform in the

country.
Mrs. Arroyo signed
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o The signing was winesed by Senate
nf Juan Ponce Enrile, Senators
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She pointed out that with the larger
allocaion of P1S0 bilio the CARP
uld be able to provide for the fund-

rural infrastructure projects, which in-
clu m-to-market roads and 10
communa irigaion systems, i

Thesr projcts will be implement:
in Aurora, Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva
Ec||a, Pampanga, Tarlac, and Zam:
bales

Anastacio sidro, 81, the second farm-
er here to receive a land fitle from Mar-
cos, commented that President Arroyofs

ther strengthen support services that

Majority Leader Arthur e
Reps. Rodolfo Antonino and Junié Cua
as a crowd of over a thousand residents,

ductivity of their acquired lan
‘She noted that n her State of the Na-
tion Address last year, she stressed the

poliics

He said most politicians today are
scions of landlords in the past.

lowever,Isidro said that land reform

in the time of the elder Macapagal was

more meaningful, noting that farming
then

and government
employeesches
R b R
i, mit o
ards. Ownershiprses the farmer

iy flands under CARFER
curb the recklessness that
g ot ha gt o sk
productive,” she saic. “This law (CARP-
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Mrs. Arroyo said.
o we expect this Comprehens

qultably disrbute land but also make
it productive by underaking enrepre

wilhelpacieveour goal of pmducnv\-
oy tatwil
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on i fet and rase living Sandards;”

e P g o she
ordered the drafting of a bill that would
condone the principal of the debts of

vith he frmes undertaking them ot fr
subsistence but for generation.

Seed growers who sell ot products
© fellow farmers and those involved in
ltural processing such as convert-

financial institutions particularly the
Land Bank of the Philip
Sh cied Mes, Aquip fo her eforts
it agraran eformand the CARPER was
‘administration’s way of showing
oursolidarity withthe lte former Pres
ident Corazon Aquino in our dream of
et i:rmcr\-\mncllcmncs from
the cl
he recalled that the entre Macapagal
family witnessed th law signed by her
father in 1963 th bcgnn e country's
program for agrarian refo
hier the fow, CARPER swould pro-
vide g PISO-bilion budget distributed
over five years, 40 percent of whicl
would go to support services to make

donal Library of the Phil)

fuelor
ethanol are examples of agri-business
activites, which farmers may use to n-
‘of their land, she said.
Solidarity with Aquino

rroyo said e ro-

gram anew is one way of showing sol
darity with former President Aquino
liberating farmer beneficiaries from pov-

ry.

President also sent a strong sig-

nal 10 all stakeholders of the CARP that

means business when she dis-

tributed 10,853 hectares of agricultural
lands
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sized board bearing the sites of various
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He said that the government cannot
blame oce farmersforseling theiland
after r it as they can hard-
Iy make theit fand productive

at the riceland awarded
to him by Marcos was later sold to the
government s it was sliced by a pass
road project in this town.

~With Evelyn Macairan

igns the CARP extension with reform law at
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