/GMA off to Egypt

President Arroyo is leaving
this afternoon for Egypt to at-
tend the two-day 15th Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
Leaders Summit.

In a statement, Malacafiang
said the trip was “a mission of
peace and a more prosperous
world” as Mrs. Arroyo is ex-
pected to hold bilateral talks
with some heads of state on
the sidelines of the summit.

Mrs. Arroyo is NAM vice
president for Asia, the Palace

said.

Foreign affairs officials,
who asked not to be named,
said President Arroyo is ex-
pected to meet with Bang-
ladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Tajik President
Emomali Rahmon on the side-
lines of the summit.

The summit, which will
have the theme “International
Solidarity for Peace and De-
velopment,” will be held at the
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Sharm El-Sheikh, a famous
tourism destination also
known as “The City of Peace”
due to the numerous interna-
tional peace conferences that
have been held in the area, the
Palace statement said.

Mrs. Arroyo was earlier in-
vited by Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak to speak on
behalf of the Asian leaders

juring the opening tomorrow.

“She has been the leading
voice of developing countries
on the war against terrorism
and promoting interfaith dia-
Iogue to achieve durablé peace
and nuclear non-prolifera-
tion,” the statement said.

Mrs. Arroyo has also been
pushing for the promotion of

the rights of migrant workers,

urgent efforts to address pira-

cy in the high seas, and the re-

vitalization of international fi-

nance institutions to help de-

veloping countries effectively
b

ladesh as it would enable the
head of the new government
to interact with leaders of dif-
ferent countries.

Aside from Mrs. Arroyo,
the Tajik President is also ex-
pected to hold a number of
‘meetings with other heads of

i the sidelines of

address the current.
nomic crisis and similar crises
that may arise in the future,
the statement said.

During the trip, the Presi-
dent will also call for the ac-
tive participation of all NAM
‘members in the Special NAM
Ministerial Meeting on Inter-
faith Dialogue and Coopera-
tion for Peace and Develop-
ment that will be held in Ma-
nila on Dec. 1 to 3.

The NAM summit is also
said to be crucial for Bang-

the summit.

NAM is an international or-
gamzamm of states

consider

1hem=elves not for-
mally aligned with
or against any ma-
jor power bloc.

The movement,
largely the brain-
child of former
president of Bgypt
Gamal Abdul
Nasser, Indian
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Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru and Yugoslav President
Josip Broz Tito, was founded
in April 1955 and now has 119
members.

The purpose of the organi-
zation as stated in the Havana
Declaration of 1979 is to “en-
sure the national indepen-
dence, sovereignty, territorial
integrity and security of non-

aligned countries” in their
“struggle againstimperialism,

percent of the world popula-
ton, particularly countries
to be

racism and all forms of foreign
aggression, occupation, dom-
ination, interference or hege-
mony as well as against great
power and bloc politics.”
They represent nearly two-
thirds of the United Nations’
members and comprise 55

or part BIR,
of the
Third. -
With Pa-
1 o
Romero,
Pia Lee-
Brago
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