/GMA ‘invited’ to meeting mtlﬁbama on July 30
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By PIA LEE-BRAGO

A meeting between President Arroyo
d L 5

Remonde said it was not surprising

nally take place when she visits Wash-

ington on July 30, the Department of

Forei nnounced yc
Washington also made the an-

toMs. Artoyo to meet Obam.
Ambassador to the Phili
Kmes Keltie Kenney alseady dropped
s severaldays ago thata meeting be-
‘and Obama is in

wil
become Southeast Asia’s first leader to
‘meet Obama.

“The (US) President willeceive Pres-

works
royo was criticized last year
Pl nppnn!mn leaders described

30, where they will have an oppoﬂum-
ty to discuss ways to enhance US-Phil-
ippine cooperation on critical global is-
sues including counter-terrorlem and
ange; as well as further the
fesionlt Rerony A et o
ween our natons,” the White House
sad na statement
R e
wever, did not say
whether Mrs. Arroya s Vi 10 Washingion was upon the
request g:h the Philppine government o from an invitation
from Wa:

the other led Mrs. Ar-
ith Ob:

ence with Obama,

Last February, Mrs. Arroyo made an
unscheduled side trip to Washington
capital to attend the annual National
Prayer Breakfast with Obama but they
‘were not able to ta

ey earlier told a radio interview
iat Obama is not avoiding Mrs. Ar-
royo.
said she would not be surprised
if there will be a high-level visit to
Washington this year.
Lawmakers, on the ofher hand, urged

o rom ha 08 government.
President wag also the fist loade from Southeast
Asia to receive a telephone call from President Obama after
iselection* a DFA official aso pointed
Malscatang sad Mrs. Arroyo “has accepted the invita-
tion to meet”

“President Armyn Wil discuss our poverty alleviation
and economic resiliency programs, good governance,
counter terrorism efforts and its contribution to peace and
stability i the region,” Press Secretary Cerge Remonde said.

“Thisvisit s n afrmationof it o onki: chatinbe
tween the two countries,”
Mrs. Arroyo, who last visited wmmgnm in June 2008

Mirs, Aroyo to be wary of being used
by the
tion e i

R on. Franca Fangiman o il govs
emment must ear in mind that US i
terest i the Philippines is linked prima-
vily o ther concorn about the gowing

‘economic and political strength of

na.

“We must be careful not to be used
a5 an unwitting pawn in the struggle
Lol
Pangilinan said Mrs. Arroyo should
ensurethat the country’sinerest would
be primordial in the meeting with

et *
bt il i ‘entrepreneurs and busi-
ness groups.

Pimentel, for his part,
Fra
would be for the good of the country
but not necessarily for Mrs. Arroyo.
Sen. Manuel Roxas the US

cerns over the Philippines is con-

fined to security issues and combating

terrorism, noting the recent visit of US

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) chief
in the coun

Rouas aid the Phthppmea should
notallow el R

point” by the US government inrany o¢
o detenae postoning tnoutmt
ian regior

Sen. Loren Legarda said it is about
time that Mrs. Arroyo and Obama
should meet to discuss pressing is-

“It has been long in coming. Th
should walk their talk and rethink de-
velopments. US should help in every

e to countris vlnerable to
limate change impacts”
Feter Cayeiano,on the oth-

. Arroyo to push
ot l’hiliﬁpme gnvemmzm's Inter-
ing suppor

e UB 1o allow her tosiay bn
Cayetano said Mi

paw
. Arroyo shnuld

pino President s given time and oppor-
funity to push for a Philippine agenda.
We hope the President would do just
this to push for veteras ights and
compensation,” he s

DEA oftcals sad Mes. Arroyo i ex
pected to thank Obama and the US Con-
gress for passing the Veterans bil.

{1t (the meeting)s anopportunity for
mmlem Arroyo to thank the US Con-

5 or the passageof the Veterans il
S liscuss ith hem possble legisla-
tiveagendathat will promote Philpp
interest,”

The timalds il aisg known s the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act 0f 2009, recognizes the military ser-
vi o Flipno World War I velran

and grants a lump sum of $15,000 for
US-Hased vetetans and $5,000 or thoss
living in the Philippines. G

F fairs Secretary Alberto Ro-
o aebnitad tat he bl on th pew

priorities of the US government.
has remained a steadfast US
ally in Southeast Asia, notably in Wash-
ington's efforts to root out extremists
and terror cells.
in early June, US Defense Secretary
Robert Gates vowed stepped-up sup-
port for the Philippines in its battle
ainst homegrown Islamic militant
‘groups linked to al-Qaed:
The Philipines dnd United States
a by a 1951 treaty that calls on
each e help the other in times of

"0s special forces advisers have
trained and equipped

Queda and blamed for the couniry’s
worst terroris attacks. - With Paolo
Romero, Chris dez, AFP




