No stopping GMA’s
foreign trips - Palace

thes
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By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo will
not slow down on her for-
eign trips despite criticism
overtheir necessity and ex-
penses, Palace officials
said yesterday.

Arguing that the trips brin
Tuge investments and aid for

lipinos, Press Secretary
Cerge Remonde and deputy
presidential spokesman An-
thony Golez, in separate inter-
views, pointed out that Mrs.
Arroyo's latest four-nation

ilipine:

commitments as well a bigger
markets for jobs and prodcts
from the Philippines.

The President was about to
wrap up yesterday her most
recent foreign travels that took
her to Japan, Colombia, Brazil
and Hong Kong.

“A good leader must do
what needs to be donenomat-

good leader has to pay a price
for it because good leadership
s not about being popular but
about being right” Remonde,
partof the presidential delega-

ion, said
He said such foreign visits
Turn to Page 17



/No stopping ...

orruption s

Tony Kwok to’
ERENFS CaropilerlaE vt
corruption.

development
One of the agreements was

nerated Employment of De-
pendents of Diplomats, Co

ture between the Department
of Agriculture and Breail's

onBioene

tween the Department of En-

y

“especially i this time of cri-
sis”
“The President knows what

our country,” Golez said
e aid th izing

‘Arroyo on her trips are
oo e
personal agendas.

T}

d figures
speak for themselves. The
public would see how such
trips benefit our country,” he
added.
On her way back from her

state visit in Brazi, Mrs. Ar-

nal Library of the Phil

&

ness leaders and members of
the Filipino community yes-

i

She also attended Mass at
the Hong Kong Cathedral
with members of the Filipino

s joned

h

and Energy of Brazil. It aims

Independent Commission
Against Corruption.

He said that the negative
perceptions have clouded the
reality of the country’s gain
against corruption.

M

tion between the Philippines

d Brazil in bioenergy, in-
cluding the production and
use of bofuels, partcularly
ethanol, and promote the ex-
o oib\latem! tradeand

them again fora gathering and
dialoguie and to receive an

yith leaders of the K
o discuss the possible
expansion of the latter's in-
vestments in the counry.
is afternoon, the Presi-
dentis expected to meet Hong

es  NLPOONPPS0233350i017.i

,
arrive in Manila around 9:30

tonig]
Whilein Brszl, the Presi-
d resident Luiz

e )
Reyes and Agriculture Secre-

nd
frndt i g

The ek allows de-
pendents’ ra-

of and Br

zilian perwnnel n the two
countries’ diplomaticand con-
sular missions to engage in
Saintul employment in the
host countries,

Also signed was the agree-
ment between the Philippine

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and Brazil's Nation-
al Confederation of ndustry

o B
between the Philippine Agri-
cultural Deve
Commercial Corp. and the
mpresa Brasiliera de Pes-
quisa Agropecuaria or the
Brazilian Agricultural Re-
search Corp.
he memorandum of un-
erst operation on
agriculture involves collabore-
tion in livestock and animal

tary Arthu

linkages and

omtio Ll da e winessad
the signing of fve biateral
agreements aimed at expand-
SOTRTH it o
ation in several fields, includ-
ing energy and agricultural

mment.
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ative actvis between their
‘member

health, biofuel feedstock and
devel dairy, horticul-
ture, food safety, agribusiness
‘managemen, sustainable land
management, genetics and

ricultural cooperation be-

postharvest technologies and

tries, an Agreement on Remu-

the Cooperation on Agricul-

plant and animal science.
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