MA’s 2007 ffavel expenses
enough to fund PUP’

By CHRISTINA MENDEZ
s tr hio
fund the opetahons of the Polytechmc Umvetslty of the Philip-
pines and is double the budget of the Solicitor General's Office,
according to Sm Francis Escudero.

Quoting a -
el expenses of the Office of the P:esmlene in 2007 amounted to
P693 million.

A total of P96 million was used for local travel and P594 mil-

lion for foreign trips, he added.
{acom \parison, Escudero said the PUP
sabudgetofp&(ﬁmﬂhmfmdus
el e e
ﬁns year's budgetary allocation for the Na-
tional Labor Relations Commission (P455
‘million); the Office of the Solicitor General
(P296 million) and the Land Registration
Authority (P460 million), he added.
Escudero said the total travel expenses
of the national government amounted to
P5.91 billion in 2007.
Malacafiang accounted for more than 11
percent, he added.

“President Arroyo's ongoing Manila-To-
Kkyo-Los Angeles-Cartagena-Recife-Rio-
Dubai-Hong Kong-Manila voyage is prac-

tically a circumnavi-
ation of the globe,”
e said of her late‘;t
p. “And she
be dom all of d'us in
just eight days.”

Escudero said
from 2002 to 2007,
the total travel ex-
penses of the Office
of the President ex-
ceeded P2 billion.

“We will have to
ask for an account-
ing of the benefits

ained from all
these trips,” he
said.

Escudero said it
is dismaying that
all this foreign trav-
el is taking place
during these diffi<
cult times.

“The  money
::ouldf have been
spent for programs
Fat will help create
jobs, jobs, and more
jobs,” he sai
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