GMA ordersrecall of 20
political appointees

‘More than
half of 3,500
appointees
lack eligibility’

By PAOLO ROMERO

President Arroyo or-
dered yesterday the remov-
al or transfer of some 20
officials from her office
even as Malacafiang offi-
cials defended her prerog-
ative to make appoint-
ments. |

Executive Secretary Edu-
ardo Ermita said Mrs. Ar-
royo’s order covers presiden-
tial assistants, undersecretar-
ies and directors.

~ The directive came in the
wake of remarks by outgoing
Civil Service Commission
(CSC) chair Karina Constanti-
no David regarding the huge
number of political appointees

under the Arroyo administra-
tion and how such a situation
undermined the professional-
ism of the bureaucracy.

Ermita said he submitted
the draft memorandum for the
removal or transfer of the offi-
cials under the Office of the
President (OP) for Mrs. Ar-
royo’s signature on Monday.
He said she’brought the memo
with her to Switzerland.

“This is not the first time
that the matter of whether we
have so many presidential ad-
visers or assistants are coming

out, but the President had it re-
viewed and many of them,
about 15 to 20, will be termi-
nated or will be funneled back
to the agencies where they
came from,” Ermita said. -
Turn to Page 8



The Philopine STAR INIEWS

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 20C

GMA orders

He said the Palace is not

in her trip, hit back at David

ance,” David told The STAR in
tial De

aftaid of any probe on the is- not? And we will i 3
sue despite David’s an- the to address

st <
a disservice to the over one

Devid said
cree No. 1 issued by former
President Ferdinand Marcos

Rouncement of her readiness this matter he said
to testify in case the malter s Press Secretary IgnacioBu-
investigated. nye, who is with Mrs. Arroyo

, both ca-
reer and appointed, who
work iligently each ad ev.
eryday toserve the people of
hel’hlhppmes Bunye said.
et e

only in “exceptional situa-

o
“Soitshouldbe that career

such officials are the Depart-

‘ment of Agrarian Reform,
artment of National De-

fense, Department of Envi-

ronment and Natural Re-

sources and the

of the Interior and Local Gov-

ernment.
“With every single exces

if nof, those appointed ha
withi 2

cess in mf( members, The

o Ty doms hey hav:
to o, whatever their cred
tals may be,” he said.
‘No check

and balance’ -

avid said the large num-

ber of presidential appointees

ns

in a year,
she said.

" she s
Roka b o it the
David said:

from Babae para st Kaue

“ieve had several we

fortunately some of
trayed her. We also have
‘merous women underser
taries, assistant secretas
and directors appointed’
the President,” the gro
president Ruth Vasqe
id.

Meawhile, Senators Bt

bl presidential appointecs
include retired military and
police possoru

“Aside from the presiden-
tial appointees, the laws also
define the number of under-

is messing up the government

s and assistant sec-
retaries per dep: she
said.

500
e 1 et

the approval process of the
asc

there are so many excess un-
dersecretaries and assistant
secretaries. There are o
tilla positions but the
the approval of the Presi-
1t she s
s oy

“The organizational sructure
gets messed up.”

But two groups of govern-
‘ment workers criticized Dav-
id for her “highly political”

tatement.

ata, chairman of
the Convsrgencz of Viglant,

cis Escuderoand Francis -
gilinan called for a revievE
the appointing powers ofe
chief executive.

review the appointment p/-
15 of the President, be it -
ident Arroyo or any ofF

ity Government Emplovees,
said David “failed to profe
Somaitee the burcancicy &
ter serving almost as long as
Presidont Gloria Macapagal
Aroyo.” She said David's
was vy unprofes-
smnal and uncalled for”
also drew criticism

Iowed to appoint 6,000 pele
in government,” Escuc®
id.

Pangilinen also bacd
David's call for the immii-
ate passage of the “Careeix-
ecutive Service System H.”
With, Christina Merez
and Reinir Padua

National Library of the Phil WL

180010080

S 3



	NLP00NPPS0221800i00101
	NLP00NPPS0221800i00802

