‘An eye fer an eye,
atooth for atooth’
By MARICHU VILLANUEVA

An eye for an eye, a
tooth for a tooth.

Taking a tougher
stance against organized
crime, particularly kid-
napping, which has been
holding back the coun-
try’s economic develop-
ment, President Arroyo
said yesterday she would
invoke this Catholic
teaching of retribution
for crimes committed
against the people.

The President issued the
stern warning during a vis-
it to Camp Crame where she
graced an anti-crime work-
shop wherein 21 kidnap-
ping syndicates were iden-
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e National Polce (PNB)
chief Director General Her-
mogenes Ebdane will sub-
mit to her a shopping list of
the things needed for an ef-
fective implementation of
an all-out anti-crime drive.

“General Ebdane will give
me his report today on what
he needs to accelerate the
manhunt for those syndicates
at the top of the order of bat-
tle,” Mrs. Arroyo said.

She vowed to personally
monitor the campaign to be
spearheaded by a new elite
unit called Police Anti-
Crime Emergency Re-
sponse (PACER) to be head-
ed by Ebdane himself.

The President stressed
that the principle of harsh
retribution could be applied
to heinous crimes which are
punishable by death under
Philippine laws.
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