Palace asked to compel GMA
“adviser to tegtify on Piatco

President Arroyo should
compel one of her advisers
to give details of a govern-
ment contract, which law-
makers suspect was award-
ed to a company in ex-
change for kickbacks, a
former Securities and Ex-
change Commission official
said yesterday.

Former SEC chairman
Perfecto Yasay urged Mrs.
Arroyo to order Presidential
Adviser on Strategic Affairs
Gloria Tan-Climaco, who
reviewed the contract, to
appear before the Commis-
sion on Appointments (CA).

Last Wednesday the CA
ordered the arrest of Clima-
co and consultant Alfredo

By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO
Liongson for repeatedly
failing to attend the confir-
mation hearings on Trans-
portation and Communica-
tions Secretary Pantaleon
Alvarez despite a subpoena.

Lawmakers want to
question Climaco about a
contract awarded to Philip-
pine International Air
Transport Co. (Piatco) for
the construction of terminal
3 of the Ninoy Aquino In-
ternational Airport (NAIA).

As for Liongson, a mul-
timillion-dollar consultant
of Piatco, lawmakers want
him to shed light on the
work he did for the compa-

ny.

Climaco, who failed to
appear in the May 6, 15 and
21 hearings, told the panel
last week that she had to go
to the United States to be
beside an ailing brother.

She, however, told the
committee she was not at
liberty to disclose the nature
of her brother’s illness.

Liongson, on the other
hand, said he was sick the
first time, and that he was
going to the US the second
time. He gave no excuse the
third time.

Liongson was dubbed
the “consultant of the cen-
tury” for getting from Piat-
co $200,000 a month, plus
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200,000 as initial fee, and a total of $2.2 mil-
jon for carrying out certain ta

Last Friday, acting Press Secrelary Sil
e Afable called on the CA to recall its. a(resl
g el pmoeed ‘with Alvarez's confirma-
on

“That irked Yesay, who sald Malas
should not interfere with the CA. “President

femar. of the MIA-NATA Service Opera-
15 (MASO), an association of airport

frs.
Climaco’s testimony is vital to Alvarez's
donfirmation because she evaluated the Pi-
dtco contract, Yasay said

o found out that the contract was
hlghly dxsndvamageeus for' Lhegovemmem

us provisions n the

an-on,” he Said without elaborating. ”"nm
i a very urgent mater. She is not an ordi-

| Alvarez had earlier said the contract was
above-board.

| Yasay believes otherwise. “Alvarez said
there was nothing irregular in the contract.
But this is not the case,” he said.

J Hie s Alvares was gty of conflic of
iterest because one of Platco’s subcontrac-
tors, Y ot i i e e
i

| “How can he protect the pubhc ifhehas
personal interest in this?
s position,” Yosaysald ”Heplanedhlspevr
Sralinferetal

T e i, i s o
1b2's nomination “if sheissincere in appoint-
ifig people to her Cabinet who are qualified
ind of good moral character.”
MASO opposes the contract, saying giv-
ihg Piatco a monopoly of operating NAIA
rminal 3 would lead to higher airport ter-
inal fees, which, in furn, would “raise pric-

that would eventually be passed on to
jassengers!

-Certainly anything that addscoisto the

sirlines ﬂymgmd-\e Philippines
b s viiog MASO sud i 5 sttement,
ferring to Mrs. Arroyo's recent speech be-
re the Association of Foreign Travel Agen-
s expressing her desire for lower air fares
thaccelerate the growth of the country’s tour-

m industry.

“The fact that Piatco is allowed to increase
sassenger terminal fees to more than double
e oxisting oo already goes againat the
fresident's tourism development program,”
 group added.
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