Republic of the Philippines DQ jED

Department of Education

— — pu—

Tanggapan ng Kalihim
Office of the Secretary 'JAN 31 2006

DepED O RD E R
No.*} ,s. 2006

REITERATING THE PROHIBITION OF THE PRACTICE OF HAZING AND THE
OPERATION OF FRATERNITIES AND SORORITIES IN ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS

To: Bureau Directors
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools

1. In the past years, the Department of Education has released issuances that
provide measures for preventing the practice of hazing and prohibit fraternities and
sororities in elementary and secondary schools. Department Order No. 6 s. of 1954
prohibits the practice of hazing in schools and imposed sanctions for violations.
Department Order No. 20 s. 1991, meanwhile, prohibits the operation of fraternities
and sororities in public and private elementary and secondary schools.

2. Furthermore, Republic Act No. 8049 (The Anti-Hazing Act) provides for strict
penalties for the conduct of hazing and other initiation rites associated with
fraternities, sororities and similar organizations.

3. In view of recent incidences of fraternity-related violence involving high school
students and in view of the history of violence associated with these organizations,
some of which have resulted to juvenile deaths, the Department of Education
reiterates the abovementioned policies regarding fraternities and sororities and the use
of hazing and other acts of violence in elementary and secondary schools.

4. School authorities are requested to take a more active role in the prevention of
juvenile violence in their respective areas. They are further instructed to coordinate
with local units of the Department of Interior and Local Government, the Department
of Social Work and Development, and the Philippine National Police in order to
monitor and control the proliferation of fraternities, sororities and similar
organizations in elementary and secondary schools in their respective areas. '

S. Moreover, school authorities are encouraged to promote co-curricular and
extra-curricular organizations and activities that can serve as more wholesome and
productive alternatives to fraternities, sororities and like organizations.
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6. Wide dissemination of and strict compliance with this Order is enjoined.
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