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GENERAL GUIDELINES ON RANDOM DRUG TESTING -
/ OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

~To:  Bureau Directors
~ Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
Heads, Public and Private Secondary Schools

1. ‘Pursuant to Section 36(c) of Article 1l of RA 9165 otherwise known as the
“Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002," random drug testing of students in public and
private secondary, tertiary/higher educational institutions and vocational-technical schools shall
be conducted starting September 2003. | :

2. The enclosed general gulidelines,' approved by the Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB)
through Board Regulation No. 6 dated August 1, 2003, shall serve as the major reference in the
implementation of the random drug testing program. For other provisions of the law, reference

shall be made to DepEd Order No. 5, s. 2003 re: the implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)
of RA 9165, , : : ‘ ‘

3. A Regional D_irectors (RDs), Schools Division/City Superihtendents (SDSs) and school
heads are instructed to oversee the implementation of the random drug testing' program,
specifically the conduct of the following activities in all high schools: ‘

a. Dissemination of the guidelines on random drug testing to the teachers,
students, and parents; - ‘ S -
b.  Creation of the school's Selection Board that will take charge of the random
sampling of students to be tested; T K )
¢ - Designation of & drug counselor to provide guidance and counselling
' services to students found to be drug users: ' .
d. Coordination with other concerned government agencies on the

proper/appropriate implementation of procedures/mechanics set in the
guidelines; and :

e. Ensuring confidentiality of test results,
4, It 'must be emphasized that the costs of drug tests shall be borne by the government.
5. For more information, please contact Dr. Theima G. Santos, Director I!l, School Health

and Nutrition Center at tel. nos. 632-13-61 to 72 Ioc_:als-2154; 2094 and 633-72-46. .

6. immediate dissemi’natidn of and compliance with this Order is dirécted_.‘

EDILBERTO C. DE JESUS
Secretary




Encl.: .
As stated
Reference:

None

- Allotment: 1—(D.Q. 50-97)
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under the following subjects:
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SUBJECT : General Guideiines For The Conduct Of Random Drug
- Testing For Secondary And Tertlary Students

Parsuant go Section 38 (c), Article I} of Republic Act No, 9188, the
following guidalines are hereby promulgated. |

The guideiines shall be applicable to the random drug testing of
students In public and private aecondary, tertiary /higher education
institutions and post-secondary technical vocational schools. These
guidelines outline the purposes of the random drug-testing program, as
well as procedures and necessary consequences_of a positive drug test
resuit after confirmation.

All pracedures undertaken shall take into account the Ideals of
falrness and rehabliitation and not Isolation of the drug dependent. The
school must not violate the constitutional rights to due process, equal

protection and self-Incmination.

A. GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RANDOM
DRUG TESTING IN SCHOOLS AND MANAGEMENT OF DRUG TEST
- RESULTS ' :

1. Government recognizes the primary responsibility of the
family, particularly the parents for the oducation and
awareness of its members of the (il effects of dangerous
drugs. :

2, Parental involvement shall be maximized In the

Impilementation of drug education, random drug testing,

treatment and rehabliitation of drug users and dependents.

3. The school, with the asslstance of Local Government Units
(LGUs) and other agencies where the school is located, has

the obligation to employ every reasonable means to provide
a healthy and drug-free environmant to its populace.

4. Cognizant of the right of the students to continue and
complete thelr studles, the govemment and ths schools
shall give emphasis to the Implementation of measures

Bd. Reg. on rendom drug tesng of secondary and tertiary . . . . , |
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aimed at guidance and counseiing together with the
treatment and rehabliitation of any student found to have
" used or to be dependent on dangerous drugs. :
5. Academic freedom of institutions of higher {saming shall be
- tespected In the implementation of random drug testing and
. allother pertinent provisions of RA 9165. . o
6. The Implementation of drug abuse " prevention and -
~ education programs in schools shail be intensified as an
Integral part of the over-all demand reduction efforts of the
- government, ' _ e o
7. The random drug testing shall be implomented as a

collaborative undertaking of the govermnment, the schools,

the students and thelr parents. The whole process shall not
in any manner be utllized to harass the students, ,
8. Random drug testing shall be Implomented primarily for
~ prevention and rehabilitation, o
9. The drug-testing program shali guarantee and respact the
personal privacy and dignity of the student, ‘
10.The drug test resuits shall be treated with utmost
canfidentiality, ' | ‘ ' o
~11.The test resuits shall not be used In any. criminal
procsedings, ' . o -

—

. PURPOSES OF RANDOM DRUG TESTING

- To determine the prevalence of drug users among the students
To assess the eoffoctivity of school-based and community-
based prevention programs - . : o
To deter the use of illegal drugs '

To faciiitate the rehabliitation of drug users and dependents
To strengthen the collaboration offorts of identifled agencies
againgt the use of illegal drugs and In the rehabilitation of drug
ugers and dependents. : ' : -

DEFINITION OF TERMS

. “Drug 06unaelor" shall méaﬁ a person trained In the hchnlﬁuoi of
~ guidance “counseling particularly dealing with cases of drug
. dependency. ‘The Drug Testing Goordinator shail designate such’

person,

R

" "Drug Testing Coordinator * shall be the polnt parson In the schoo!l
- tasked with handling random drug testing which shall be the
principal of a secondary school, the administrator of a technical

vocstional education and tralning institution or the administrator

- appointed by the president/chief executive officer In tertlary
- Institutions, - 2 : . -
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 “Parents” shall, for purposes of these guldelines, include court
appointed guardlans. - '
“Random selection” refars to the unblased prbeua of ula#tlng
students who are to undergo drug testing,

., "Rehablitation” Is the dynamic process, including after-care and
k. followsup. treatment,  directed towards - the physicai,

-~ emotionalipeychological, vocational, soclal End  spliritual
change/enhancement of a drug dependent to snable him/her to live

- without dangerous druge, enjoy the fullest life compatible with
hisiher capabilitios and potentiats and render him/her to become »
Iaw-abldlmqhand productive member of the eommunity,

= S i
Pl

| FschboIS'f shall mean an inatitution that has as its ptlmry‘burpou !
‘the education of students Including secondary, tertlary and
technical wopatlo,ml education and training Institutions.

“Selection Board” shall be the board constituted at the level of the
school composed of the Drug Testing Coordinator as chairperson,
one representative each from the students, faculty and parents as
membaers. The authorized govemning body duly recognized by thelr
“respective constitusnts shall chooss the representatives from those
stakeholders based on a set of selection criteria formulated forthis B
purpose. In the absence of a parents’ assoclation, the School Head ‘ o
‘may appoint any parent who shall be & member of the Selection ' S
Board. = . SR . : _
“Supsivising Agency” shall refer to the govemment agency that R Fy
-exercises supervision over the school such as the Department of
Education (DepEd), Commiasion on Higher Education (CHED), or
. the Tachnica) Education and Skilis Development Authority (TESDA). -

 D. PROCEDURES IN THE CONDUCT OF RANDOM DRUG TESTNG

~a. The Supervising Agency through an appropriate order that
- Includes these guldelines on random drug testing, shail"

inform all schools under its supervision about the
government’s actions against lllegal drugs. T ,

The schools’ administration shall be required to expiain
~ these provisions and - thelr procedures to the school
- community and when applicable, Include these In the . !

schools' handhook or listing of procedures. . -
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‘Centers/Laboratories.)

b... All students and their parents shall be notified in writing on
- the process and manner by which the random drug testing
- shall be conducted. Such notification may be sont at any

time during the school term. Fallure to retum the

- acknowledgment receipt shall not be a bar to the conduct of
the drug testing. ' e~

2 Samples

o a The Suporvlsln"gﬂ ‘Agéncy _ohnll inform mﬁdomly'ul_i&tod .
- - schools on thelr Inclusion In the random drug testing

 program. :

b -The whole studeﬁt population of the school uﬁctop shali

be included in the random sampling.

| ‘c.‘ The number of samples should yiold a statistical 98%

- confidence level for the whole student population

| 3. Selaction of Samples

. Board within five days from the receipt of notice from the

Supervising Agency stating that the school Is Included In

‘the program.

"b. On the day of the testing, the Selection Board shail conduct

“the random selection of those to be tosted. '

¢. The. Selection Board shall ansure the confidentiality and

Integrity of the rqndom uloctldn procees.

d. The selection process shall be random through a lottery,
which may be computerized, or in any other manner that
- shall be agreed upon by the Board o

o. The random selection of students and the drug testing shall

be done on the same day. %

1. Prior to testing, the selectod students shall be asked to

reveal the prescription medicines, vitamins, food

- supplements that they had Ingested within the past five (§)

", days. The Drug Testing Coordinator shail keep the Hsting

and utitize this in the evaluation of the confirmatory drug test.

_,Bd.Reg..unrmdomdiugtmﬁngofuwnduymd(m&ury ..... - - | 4

- {The Supervising Aoinclu' Memorandum CIrculln should
include a st of DOH-accredited Teating

a.  The Drug Testing Coordinator shall convens the Selection




' g, The laboratory shail follow the DOH prascribed guldelines -
‘In the collection of urine specimens. Universal precautions
‘shali be observed at all times. DOH Prescribed Guldoiines

shall be posted In strateglc places/visible areas of the
school, \ :

h. The monitor assigned to ensure the integrity of the
c:;!::ctlton process shouid be of the same sex as the

- | The drug testing shali be done In the schockand conducted
by a duly accredited drug-testing laboratory, The schooi,
through its respective heaith personnel, shall assist the
Drug Testing Laboratory In the conduct of the drug testing.

.J. The Drug Testing Coordinator shall -ensure the
confidentlaiity and integrity of the random drug testing for '
- the students, teachers, administration and personnet of the ot
school. It Is etrongly recommended that the drug testing '
for students, the teachers, administration and personnael be
done simuitansously, |

4. Treatment of Random Drug Test Results

a. The results of the test shall be strictly confidential. No
-school shall publish or post results whether positive or
- negative,

b, ‘Any person who violates the rules of confidentlality of the
resuits and seiection shall be llable under Section 72 of RA
9185 and such other appropriate laws. ' :

¢. The laboratory shall place the drug test result in a sealed

- envelope and deliver the samo via personal service to the
Drug Testing Coordinator, The Drug Testing Coordinator
shall then inform all the atudents tested Individually of the
tost results. : :

d. In case the test results are positive, the Drug Testing

Coordinator shall inform both the student and parent

concerned that a confirmatory test shall be conducted. The

B student shall be told to inform his/her parents of the

- scheduled conference with the Drug Testing Coordinator.

: The student shall be advised to refraln from revealing the
test rasults to other pereons.

.@. During the scheduled conference, the Drug Testing
- Coordinator shalil relay to the parenis full Information on the
~ process that shall be undertaken for the conﬂmtory test.

- Bd. Reg. on random drug testing of secondary and tertiary . ., 5




"t In the event that the Parents do not appear on the
. scheduled conference, tha student shall be informed of the
- schedule of the confirmatory tost, . ‘ '

1 The conﬂ'nm'tory drug test shall be conducted In- the same
manner as the initial drug test, ; : o -

¢ The results of the sonfirmatory test shail be transmitted by
" the laboratory in a sealed onvelope and handed directly to
the Drug Testing Coordinator. - S~ o
h. The Drug Testing Coordinator shall inform both the parents _
and the student of the resuits of the test, - N .
| The Drug Tasting Goordinator shall not disgats such task-
., ofiinforming the student and parent to any other person,
nor shall the Drug Testing Coordinator reveal the resuits of
the test toany person other than the student and parent,

| 'j; First time positive confirmatory di’ug‘tdst rbiult shall not be
. & ground for expuision or any dlisciplinary action againat
~ the student, ' . ‘

L Thestudent muy opt for a private bou-acmdluu'facunyor:, S i
~ physiclan. for this Initial determination Provided it is at o :
histher owny oxpenu._ : . : h o

- M. In the event that it Ia detormined that the student Is a drug
dependent, the school may - impose the - appropriate
Sanctions against the student as provided for in the

- schaol's Student Handbook and the Manual of Regulations |
for Private Schools, provided that i the case of public
secondary schools, If the student Is later on found to have
been rehabifitated, the student shall then be allowed to re-

~enroll, o

n.  The student shall then undergo a three (3) montn - S
- observation and counsseling perfod under the supervision of S ;
the DOH-accredited facility or physiclan In consultation with
- the parent. Such process of observation and counseling
~shall be done in coordination with the Drug Counsaelor of
- the school. - : o

g

B .Bd-l’;ezmrmglwn'dmgmtingdmmymmﬂaw,_,,_,: S 6 - i




Bd, Reg on random drug testing of sscondary and tortinry , , . . . ' " 7

\

o. /At the end of the thres moniths, itds hoped that with the
‘counseling tho. the student will be properly rehablilitated.

if student shows no signs of improvement, recovery or falls
the drug test the second time, the DOH- accredited facllity
or physiclan, may make a recommendation to the student,
parent, and Drug Testing Coordinator to have the sfudent
referred to a DOH- accredited facility suited to the student’s
level of dependency. If another drug testlng is conducted
for another period on the same student populkiion, and the
student Is found positive the second time, the schoof shall
Procesd In accordance with Section ¢1 y RA, 9188,

The parent and the student may choose to enroll” the

student in a private rehabliitation center or program or opt
to avall of the rehabllitation services of the government
rough a DOH-accredited facllity. :

It the parents refuse to act, the school shall procesd in
accordance to Sec. 81 of RA 91685 without prejudice to the
prqvlslon of Bection 73, RAVM 6. . I

A E Rbportorlpl Requirements o! Resuits of the Random Drug ‘i'utlhg
- 1. The Drug Testing cobrdlmlsor, Drug cbumlor and employees of

DOH-aceredited factlitios, testing laboratories, shall not reveal the
names of the students or test resuits to any other persons sxcept
to the ujtudom concernad or his/her parents.

2. The -aggregate test results from sach school which shall not
include the identities of the students tested, shall be submitted by

the Schoo! Head to the Division Superintendent of DepEd for
secondary schools, the Regional Director of CHED for tertia
schools and Training Institution Administrator for TESDA for

consolldation for the purpose of ovaluating the efficacy and
effectivenves of drug abusﬁe prevention programs.

F. .Tmlnlny of Guldance COum

The-Dopﬁmnt of Eduéatlon, Commission on Highor-’ Edudaﬁm;

Tochnica) Education and Skills Dovelopment Authority, the

Phillippine Drug Enforcement Agency and Dangerous Drugs Board
in coordination with each other, shall formulate and conduct the
traliilhg program for guidance counselors for the pumpose of
enhancing their skills In handling drug abuse prevention programs
and handling drug dependency cases. . '




" G. Expenses of the Program

, The Department of Health, in coordination with the Supervising
- " Agencies shall designate the drug testing laboratories that shall
- be utllized for purposes of the program. |

| Payment of testin fees shall be done by the 'govemment thru
Department of Heaith to the Drug Testing Laboratories. '

- -H. Enforcoment of Compllance o

‘Students who refuse to undergo random drug testing shall be .
- deait with In accordance with the rules and regulations of the
_8chools; provided that at no time shall refusal to undergo testing
-give rise to a presumption of drug use or dependency; provided
further that the school may impose sanctions on such refusal
other than the offense of drug use or depaendency. '

. Schoois that refuse to implement the random drug testing program
- shall be liable under Section 32 of RA 9185 without prejudice to
other administrative sanctions Imposed by the Supervising
- Agencies. The Supervising Agency shall report the same to. the
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) and the Dangorous
Drugs Board (DDB). L ‘ S

~ Miscellaneous Provisions

- Separabllity clause. If any provision of these Guidelines or the
_application thereof to any person or circumstance Is held to be
- Invalid, the other provisions of these Guidelines and the application
- of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall not be
- affected thereby. - ‘

'. Effocﬁvlty. These Gnldélinea shail take effect immediately after Its
- approval by the Da_ngorous Drugs Board. - ,

-

' ADOPTED and APPROVED this 1* day of August, 2003 at Camp -,
~ Crame, Quezon City. » : _ )




