Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:  CULTURE AND SPORTS
UL Complex, Pasig, Metro Manila

May 15, 1995

DECS O R DER
No. 24, @..1995

INTENSIFYING FINAL EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THE EDUCATION
MID-DECADE GOALS BY SCHOOLYEAR 1995-1396

To: - Undersecretariesa
Asmistant Secretaries
Bureau/Center/Sevvice Directors
Regional Directors
Schoals Superintendents

L. 1995-1996  is  the reckoning schoolyear for the
achievement . of the education mid-decade goal (MDG)  targets  for
participation rate and cohort survival rate.  These targets - will
be affected by our programs for the retrieval — of out-of=school
children, establishment of new elementary schools in.  school-leas
barangays,  -and - completion of incomplete.  elementary schools
through multigrade classes. It is imperative therefore that all
regional and divigional MDO targets set and agreed . during  the
1994 Education MDG Regional Action Flanning Workshops be achieved
to. reach  the mnational goals as endorsed by - the . Leaguss of
Provinces, Cities and Municipalities.

2. ' To intensify efforts to reach the  MDG targetsa  this
schoolyear 1895-1996, all regions, divisions; districts and
elementary schools are enjoined to implement the following five
practical strategies: -

a) Completing Incomplete Elementary Schools.
Consistent = with DECS Order No. 38, s. 1993, “all
incomplete sBchools not constrained by availability
of teachers and  classrooms especially those
already offering four - grades  shall organize
combination and/or multigrade classes in order  to
offer complete Grades I to VI.

b Intensify "Balik Eskuwela" Campaign:. Every
elementary - school must retrieve at least 10 out-
of-achool  ¢hildren in its catchment area. In:

order to i asignificantly  increase the cohort
survival rates, special efforts need to be focused
on retrieving those who will go back to school  at
the intermediate levels of Grades V and VI.

o) Zero Dropout for Intermediate Grades V and VI.
Deliberate efforts must be made to ensure that all
Grades IV and V pupils last schoolyear 1994-1985
will -continue to Grades V and VI this achoolyear
1995-1996 so that the cohort survival rate . does
not decreages.




d) National School Enrolment Day (NSED). As directed
under DECS - Order No. Bb, —&. 1994, advance
registration of six-year olds as incoming Grade 1
pupils was held during the first NSED last January
30, 1995, . Further intensification of - efforts to
increasé entry of Bix-year olds in Grade I as well
as older children who have yet to enter school is
necessary to increase the participation rate.

e) Establishment of New Elementary Schools in School-
less Barangays. To increase ~participation -and
cohort survival rates, schools need to be  brought
closer to children”s homes. For 1993 and - 1994,
DECS . targetted about 1,400 school=less barangays
to. . be provided two-classroom schools out  of the
6,000 priority school-less barangays nationwide.
To. date, classrooms have been constructed in.  most
of these school-less barangays. All efforts  must

be eserted. . to ensure that  new sachools are
eatablished in these barangays where pupils are
expected  to  enrol. The  new =chools must . be

utilized to full capacity.

G The mobilization of our Government and private partners

at - all  levels to assist in undertaking the  above  efforts 'is.

encouraged. Local School Boards should be immediately  convened
to provide political support and financial assistance. :

4.0 A final review by region and by school division of the

accompllahmenta of the MDG targets and the implementation of the
five practical strategies will be undertaken in  December 1995,

the results of © which  will be included  in. @ the perfmrmance‘

evaluation of regional directors and schoola superintendents @ as
earlier directed under DECS Order No. 66, =s. 19894,

5. ' Immediate dissemination of this Order is directed.
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