) i kepublic of the Philippines _—
DEPARI I\'ILN I OF EDUCATION v CUILTURE AND SPORTS
Meralco Drive, Pasig, Melro Manila

March 16, 1994
DECS Order No. 18, 5. 1994

GUIDELINES FOR OFFSETTING INADEQUATE CLASS DAYS OR
- LACK OF FINAL EXAMINATIONS DUE TO ACTIONS TAKIEN
: BY PROTESTING STUDENTS ERRIISE Sl

To: - Bureau Dircctors, Regional Directors and Schools Superintendents
Presidents of State Colleges and Universities
Heads ol Private Schools, Colleges and Universitics
Vocational School Superintendents/ Administrators

oL s Office expresses its concern over a serics of recent student protest actions
which have affected certain public and privaie colleges and universities in various repions of
the country. :

2. While lhe tight to express student grievances is recognized by this Office, it is
also important to stress that such right ay nol be exercised in order to prevent freedom of
access o and exit {rom the premises of the school by ‘other students, especially those
attending classes, The act of putling up, manning or maintaining a barricade by any stud-
ent-or group of students in order to prevent calry or exit to or from the school premises’
shall be considered a serious infraction of school discipline for: which disciplinary adminis-
Lrative sanclions ranging from suspension to exclusion may be imposed, at the discretion of
the school concerned and in accordance with ils existing rules and regulations.

3. Also in-conmncction with such protest actions, the head of any private school, col-
lege or universily affected by student protest actions and which have prevented the holding
of classes is authorized (a) to allow absences evei beyond twenty (20%) per cent of the pre-
- scribed number of class or laboratory periods prescribed- in the DECS Manual of Regula-
tions for Private Schools, especially if alternative schemes 1o enable completion of minimum
class: requirements dre not possibf(’a, and () to-grant final grades based upon individual
student performances - prior (o final examinations, again should it not prove possible to hold
final examinations, and provided no mass promolions are involved. I cither case, the
appropriate DECS Regional Office should be so notilied.

4. Stle colleges and universilies may adopt the above policies through appropriate
action by their respective Boards of Regenls, if such policies are not already reflected in

their official rules and regulations.
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5. Tor immediate disseniination.

Referencess DECS Orderss Nos. 35, 8. 1993
and 92y g, 1992

Allotmentt = 4=2-3<lj=~(1,0, 1-87)

To be indleated in the Perpetual Index

er the Tfollowing subjectsy
gagss;m v SCHOOLS ¥ -

SPTNERYRE.

[N S OF 2 T ST



