Republika ng Pilipinas
(Republic of the Philippines)
MINISTRI NG EDUKASYON, KULTURA AT ISPORTS
(iINISTRY OF EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORTS)
Mayn.Lla

July 235 1984 .

MECS ORDER
No. 26, s. 1984

UTILIZING VOLUHTARY ACCREDITATION
FOR DEREGULATION PURPOSES

To: DBureau Directors
Regional Directors
Sehools Superintendents
Presidents; State Colleges and Universities
Heads of Private Schools; Colleges and Universities

1. Pursuant to Part III, Chapter 3, Sec. 29 of the Batas Pambansa
Blg. 232, otherwise known as the Education Act of 1982, the Ministry of
Education, Culture and Sports shall engourage programs of volurtary accre-
ditation for institutions which desire to meet standards of quality over
and above the minimum required for State recdognition, It 18 likewise the
policy of the Ministry to utilize voluntary accreditation in aid of the
exercise of 1lts regulatory function, For this purpose, however, it is
essential that there be a common meaning of the concept of accreditation
and of the status of being accredited, for both of which a common set of
brocesses and stendards would be egsential, Toward this end there shall
be orgamzed a single naticnal’ accmedi-blng hody.

2, The Ministry, hcwever, recogm.zes the pioneering work -and the
efforts of the acorediting agencies now federated under the Federation
of Accrediting Agencies of the Philippines (FAAP)namely, the Philippine
Accrediting Association of Schoolsy Colleges” and Universities (PAASCU),
the Philippine Association of (‘a‘lleges and Universitieg Commission on
Acoreditation (PAGU-COA), and the Association of Christian Schools and
. Colleges Accrediting Agency (ACSC~AA). In the light of this recognition,
a stwengthened Federation of Accrediting Agencies of the Philippines
(FAAP) shall serve as the transitory body while.it organizes and makes
- opergtional. the one national body within a period of one-(1) year from the
issuange of this Order, although thz.s period may be extended to a maxlmum
of amther year.. :

S It is also the intent of the Mlmstry to. encourage among educa-
tional institutions a contimuing quest for exeellence. ToWard this end
and pursient to Part IIJ, Rule IV, Sec 2b of the Implementing Rules of
Batas Pamibansa’ Blg, 232.and to Resqlution No. 66 of the Regular Session
of the Babagang Pambansq passéd on Jamary 39, -1982 otherwise known as
the Na'tioml ‘Development Flan, 1983 to 1987, a- soheme for pragress.we de—

regulation &€ Wiea em,au..ml mebxmums/programs &hall ve
established, .
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4, For purposes of progressive deregulation and the grant of other
benefits, educational institutions/programs shall be classified into four
levels., In addition to the eligibility requirements specified in Part III,
Rule IV, Sec. 3 of the Implementing Rulee of the Education Act, the minipum
requirements presoribed for each level is as follows:

a, Level I - institutions/educational programs which have
at least undergone a preliminary survey visit and are
gertified by the FAAP and subsequently, by the single
national acerediting agency, as being capable of acquir-
ing an acaredited status within one or two years.

b. Level II - institutions/educational programs which have
at least been grented- an initial aderedited gstatus by
any of the ourrent member agencies of the FAAP and
whose status is_oertified by the latter and subsequently,.
by the single national agcrediting body. : :

6. . Level IIT -~ educational institutions/programs which have
at least been pe-mccredited and has demonstrated leader—
ship in the community and/or in a glven area(s) of dis-
cipline, The list of these educational institutions/
programs shall be eertified and submitted to the Ministry .
by the national acerediting body earlier referred to in
this Order provided that during the period of transition
and on a sase to case basis,; the FAAP may certify these ‘ .
edueational institutions and programs.

d, Level TV - tertiary gdusational jnstitublons which have
distinguished themselves in a broad area of academic
diseiplines; in enjoying a prestige and authority come
parable to international universitiesy provided, that
gaid institutions assume the tagk of redirecting the
growth of and assisting sehools in-a given field or in -
a given geographio area. Said sehools shall be recomw
nended 4o the Ministry by the national accrediting body
according to the criteéria defined in this Order.

5. Benefitg: Progressive deregulation will involve limited admin-
istrative devegulation for Level I, tuition and full administrative dew
regulation fop Level II; and eurrieular. deregulation for Level IIL, Level
TV will involve the grant of anrmel subsidies for progreame of qualified -
tertiary educational institutiens for .the period or duration of its agorew
dited or rewasgredited status, subjeet to approval of fund appropriations
as part of the national budget proeess, L '

a., Level I = Limited Adminigtrative Deregulation. Exempe
tion from compliense with Ministry = preseribed admine
istrative opewatidnal requirements, sueh as; approval
of elass and teagher's programs, trimestral or semestral

© gubtmis¥ion of erwolpent lists, and reports of promption
of students, Ferm IX riy-also be submitted without
the previously pequired aupperting doguents.
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Level II - Tuition and Full Administrative Deregulation,

(1)

2

(3)

()

(5)

Priority in terms of available funding agsigtance
for scholarships, library materials, laboratory
equipment and other development items and activ—
ities from the goverrment;

‘The right to use on its publication or advertise—

ments the word “ACCREDITED" pursuant to law and
Ministry policies and rules;

Financial deregulation, that 1s, deregulation of
tuition and other school fees and charges;

Limited visitation, inspection and/or supervision
of Ministry supervisory personnel or represent-
atives; and :

AMuthority to graduate students from accredited
courses or programs of study in the levels
acaredited, that is, tertiary, secondary and
elementary, without prior approval of the Ministry.

(a) The school head must furnish the Regional
Director of the region where the school is
situated a copy of its certificate of accre-
ditation. : :

(b) Within two weeks after the graduation
exercises, the school shall submit to the
Regional Director concerned an alphabetical
1ist of the graduates by courses, accom—
panied by a certification under oath signed
by the school registrar cortifying that the
students therein listed (1) have complied’
with all the requirements of the Ministry
of Education, Culture and Sports for their
respective course, (2) were conferred
their respective certificates or degrees on
a specific date, (3) have full and complete
‘scholastic records, and  (4) that their
Form 137 for high school and Form IX for’
gollege are in the custody of the school.

This list shall be sufficient basis for
issuing special orders, if yet necessary.

~ (e) ‘he school will be held fully lisble for the

veracity of the records without prejudice to
any and all such legal action, including
revocation of government recognition, as may
be called for under the circumstances.

(4) The Ministry reserves the vight to cancel
and/or revoke the graduation of ary gtudent
whose records are found to be fraudulent.
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Level III - Curricular Deregulation, that is autonomy
in relation to the academic and curricular aspects
and general administration of educational programs or
courseg of studies; hence, Ministry-authority and
eligibility to operate clasees in all of the institu-
tion's accredited programs.

Level IV — Refer to paragraph 3.
Other Benefits.

(1) University Status. Tn addition to other require—
ments specified by lew and other Ministry issu-
anees, no university can be established or a
college converted to a university or the corpor—
ate life of an existing university renewed after
it has lapsed according to law unless its degree
programsg in Arts and Sciences and four other
programs are accredited provided that two of
thegse four progrems have the highest enrolment
in the institution..

(2) The listing of the benefits of acereditation in
the preceding paragraphs does not in any way
pregtrict this Ministry from providing additional
penefitas in the future which it may consider
necegsary or proper under the circumstances.

Schedule of Deregulation.

Upon the effectivity of and subject to the conditions
prescribed in this Order the benefits attendant to
the doregulated status for Levels I and II and for
Level IIIL, on a case to casc basis, shall be extended
to the educational institutions/programs which qualify
under paragraphs 52 5b and 5¢

“Subjeot to the conditions préso:.;ibed in this Order

the benefits attendant to Levels III and IV shall be
extended to educational i{nstitutions/programs which
qualify under paragraphs 50 and 54 as soon as the
national acerediting body is operational.

Educational institutions/programs thats have been
accredited by any of the agencies named in paragraph 2
ghall rctain and enjoy the benefits attendant to their
levels for the duration of the term or period of their
accredited or re-accredited status subject to such
rules and regulations as may hereafter be issued by
this Ministry.
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Te This Order supersedes previous regulatirs on the matter,
gpecifically Bureau of Private Schools Circular Nc 10, s, 1967;
Circular No. 2, s. 19683 Memorandum No. 87, =, 19€'s Memorandun No. 42,
8e 1968; and Rule IV, Section 6a of the Rules and egulations for the
Implementation of Batas Pambansa No, 232,

8, Immediate dissemination and implementatic of this Opder is
desired, : :

(SGD.) JATIL ¢, TAYA
Midsser

Referencest
BPrS Circulars: (Nos. 10, s, 1967 and 2, s. o6s)
BPrS Memorandumss (Nos., 87, s. 1967 and 42, 4 1068)

Allotments 1=2-3-4w-(D.0. 1-76)

To be indicated in the Perpetual Index
under the following subjectss

Course of Study, COLLEGIATE Additical subject to be
SOCIETY or ASSOCIATIONS insered in the Perpetual
UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES Index

ACCREDITAT ION



