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Thile it is heartening to nete ks increesing numser of
berengay high schools as = reszonse ol the lccal ccmmunitiss to
the cemand for secendary educaticn, it is sadlening to cbserve,
however, that mainly in view of finencial censtraints, the stande-
ard cf instruction in certain such schocls has suffered as borne
out by the results of several naticnal testing "nrograms,
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2, To improve quantitative as well as qualitative services

at ithe secondary level, particularly in the barangay high scheols,
the following additional guicslines for ti2ir cperatinn and mamin-
tenance are hershy issued effective the scicol yaar 1976-198(;

a, slhile existing regulations prescripa that a mini-
mum numper of 4C stucents shall he sufficient to
open the first veur cless, it ig, however, Gesired
for a barangay hien senocl offering the comnlete
Ssecondary course fromo first te fourth yesr, to
have a tetal enrolwment of not less than 14C in
orier tc ensure itg viability, efficiant mainte-
nance anl operatien, Sxisting berangay high
schoels with 2 tetal enrelment of less than 14C
shall shew proof that they can mzintain the stamd-
ards in terms cof funding, faculty, anc facilities,
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b, In orcer te precluda further controversies and
irritaticns among existing high schools cperating
in the seme locality, the provisicns of Rerublic
Act llo, 6054 regarcing the cpening of barangay
high scizeols in the poblacicn or within a three-
kilometer radius of any existing high school,
public cr private, are hereby reiterated,
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c. hs regards herangay aigh schocls operatiag
within the poblacicn after the promulgaticn
of Rapudlic Act llc, 5054, steps shall be
takon ant efferts sheuld be exerted by the
local governients Coacernec te Convert such
schoold intn municipal nigh scroecls fellewing
the cur=iculum prescribed under Depertaent
Orcer llo, 20, s. 1873, ‘

&, Arrangerents shculd e made to ailow two shifts
»f elasses in the elementary schoel builaiag
beirg utilized by the berencay high school in

such a manner that one shift will be for the
interneciate classes, Srades V and VI, and the
sther for the harangay high scheol classes,
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3.  Sinee the naticnal aic. is intended to upgrace the saleries
nf teachers of locally funded nigh schools, this assistance should
not be intérpreted to mean that barangay high schools may lower the
rate of tuition fees now being charged specially in cases whexre
source of support is primarily tuiticn fees, 3axisting barangay
high schocls eharging tuition fees less than P1CC may take the
necessary step to raise the tuiticn fees to not less than E1CC to
ensure adequate operating funds, and, if this cannot be Gone, the
3arangay, Council should nrovide the needed amount to raise the
saleries of teachers in accordance with the sglary scale prescribed
under LEC lemcrancum lo, 9C, s. 1979

. In order to further ensure the financial stahility of the
barangay high schocl, considering the rates of tuition fees and sala-
ries of teachers prescribed in the preceding paragraph, the 3arangay
Council respensible fer the establishment of the barangay high schocl
should be requested to allot at least 1€% cf its annual budget to
augment funds for maintenance and cther operating expenses,

By Applicaticns fox the cpening of new berangay high scheols
gnd/or.additional coursés in existing high schools should bhe accom-
panied by a feasibility study which shall include, ameng cthers, 2
sartification c¢f ownership of the school sité, the numder of neigh—
boring elementary sohocls wmich will serve as feeders, jidentification
of neerby high schools, zpublic or -rivate, and their respective enrol-~
ment, DExisting berangay high schocls without scheel sites of their
own should take irmeciate steps to acquire a school sites

6., This  Crder - shall be given the widest puxlicity pessible,

(535,) Jukll L, FAIVIEL
Linister of Zducation and Culture
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