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{Republic of tle Philippiaes)
CAGAWARLY, NG ERUK SYON AT KULTUT
(DEPAFTMENT OF EDUCATION AND CULTURIM)

Mayniia '

Junz 24, 1977

DEPARTMENT ORDER
No. 29, s, 1977

DEC TREEPLANTING ACTION PROGRAM (TAP): IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES

To: Bureau Directors
Regional Directors : :
Chiefs of Services and Heads of Units
Schools Superintendents :
Heads of Private Schools, Colleges and Universities

1. Conformably to the provisions of P.D. No. 1153 reguiring

every citizen of the Philippines at least ten (10) yzars of age,
actually residing therein unless physicaliy and mentally disabled to
do so, to plant at least ywelve(I2) trees a yead for five (5) con~ |
secutive ye§£51w¢ﬁéfédis hereby rublished the implementing guide-

- liles for the information, guidance and compliance of all concerned.

S 2. To effectively carry-out the provisions of this Decree,

there shall be organized the regional, provincial/ecity school division
and district committees to undertake the DEC Treeplanting Action Pro-
gram (TAP) as provided in the inclosed guidelines. To further ensure
better coordination of on-going school programs and activities, the
YCAP Coordinating Committee in the vegional, division, distriect and
school levels shall exercise leadership roles in the implementation

‘of the program and serve as members of the PROFEM Coordinating Commit-

tee in varioys levels. Vocational, agriculture or industrial arts

- supervisors/teachers or whoever were designated to handle the tree--

Planting activities in the area may scrve as members of the committees.

3. Inclosed are the implementing guidelines on the DEC Tree-
planting Action Program (TAP) and P.D. No. 1153,

4, - Regional directors, schools division superintendents, and
heads of institutions are enjoined to enmsure the effective implementa-
tion and the full participation of those involved in the DEC Treeplant-
ing activities. Reports on status of implementation will be required
from time to time. :

5. The full cocperation of all comcerned regarding this matter
is emjoined. ' ' ' L

(SGD.) JUAN L.  MANUEL
Secxfnﬁrny”of”Education_and'Culture
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(Inclosure to Department Order No, 29, s. 1977)

IMPLEMENTING GUIDELINES ON P. D. 1153 IEC
TREEPLANTING ACTI(I\I PROGRAM (T4P)

The following guidelines on the implementation of P. D. 1153

are hereby outlined for information and guidance of all concerned:

I.

11,

Bationale:

Iﬁ is the policy of the State to déli.ﬁpon evéry citizen
of the Philippines to help as a duty and obligation, to conserve
and develop the resources of the country;

_ More abundant natural resources, particularly forest
resources, will prevent floods, droughte, erosion and sediment~
ation, and will increase our water supply needed to generate more
power, expand farm productivity, and meet the ever-increasing
demand for domestic consumption of our exploding population;

To achieve a holistic ecdsystem---approach to forest resource

‘management, to prevent irreversible consequences of human activities

on the environment, and to promote a healthier ecosystem for our
people, the state calls on every citizen of the Philippines at
least ten, (10) years of age, actually therein, unless physically

- and mentally disabled to do 50, to plant one tree every month for

five (5) consecutive years. - (P. D. 1153)

In order to carry-out its comuitments, .the Department of
Education and Culture, respansible for organizing the studentry

- o plant gnd care for fruit-bearing trees as well as other

activities which will contribute to the efforts in greening the
nation has organized the DEC Treeplanting Action Program (TAP),

b

Objective%: _

+

1. To mobilize the national studentry and school personnel.
in the messive treeplanting action program in cooperation with
other agencies; e _ o

2. To instill in the minds of the Filipino students the
value of our forest and other natural resocurces through classroom
instruction, idvolvement in relsvant projects, actual planting
activi‘biesd; IR
3. To integrate the operation and management of school
nurseries, orchards and seedbanks; and

‘ be To. iﬁstwitutionalize forest ecbsystem management principles
and practices in all levels of the educational system. o
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IT1. Provision for Organizational Structurc (Coumittess)

A, The DEC Regional TAP Coordinator.
1. Cc_bmposition:

The DEC Regional Director shall serve as the Depart-
ment's TAP Coordinator at the Regional Level. He shall
be assisted by the Regional YCAP Coordinator and at least
two (2) staff members who shall be appointed primarily %o
perform the various activities of TAP at the regional level,

2; F‘lﬁlctions:
a. General: |
To implement at the regional level the DEC-TAP activities, -

ba Spec:l.fic: -
The Reglonal TAP Coordinator shall perform the following.
functions: - )

1) Establish necessary iinkages in the Regiona.l level
with the TAP participating agencies;

2) Ensure smooth coordination of DEC activities with
other agencies at the :r.'fegional level; ‘

3) Submit recommendations’to the Nationai TAP Committee
. on matters relevant to the program; :
i

4) Get reports from its member-Divisions on -the
progress/development of IEC program implementation/
operation in the provinces and submit regular
reports of the same to the National TAP Committee;

5) Coordinate the activities of the Division TAP
Coordinator within the region; and ‘

6) Perform other such fﬁxnat:i.ons necessary for the .
s1ccessful implementation of the program at the
regional lsvel. ' S

3. Organizational Procedures:

a. An Office Order prescribing the mobilization of the
Regionsal Office to perform additional functions,
duties and respansibilities relative to the DEC-TAP
shall be issued by the Regional Directar..
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be A member of the National TAP Committee Secretariat
‘may from time to time visit regional offices to
familiarize the Regional Director ars his staff on
the TAP, espscially on the reporting, monitoring and
coordination scheme as well ag tuc linkages it has
to establish as regards TAP irniimentation,

Division TAP Coordinator
Composition:

The Schools Division Superintendent of Schools of a
province or city shall be designated as the DEC~TAP
Coordinator in the division., He shsll be assisted by
the Division YCAP Coordinator whom he may further desig-
nate as Assistant Division TAP Coordinator. To be able
to maximize the Division's involvement in TAP activities
and pinpoint persans responsible for the various TAP
aglivities within the Division at least one (1) full-time
Staff Assistant shall be hired for the purpose, He shall
be placed wnder the direct supervision of the Division
YCAP Coordinator, S _ ' '

Functions:

4+ General:
To implement the DEC Program and activities at the
provincial level,

be Séeqii‘ib:

Ths Division TAP Coordinator shall perform the
following functions: : .

1) Translate into operational terms all plans,
programs and projects developed by the National
TAP Committee;

2) Prepare/develop the implementing details of DEC-
TAP for adoption;

3) Determine targets for districts and schools;

4) Organize and mobilize committees thab will take
charge in the implementation of such projects ass

a) nursery development and seedbanking;
_ b; orchard development and expansion;
¢) development of the Municipal Profile
' on Napural Resources; and
d) division's participation on massive
- treeplanting activities, '
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5) Coordinate with the provincisl counterpart of the
- PROFEM participating agencies ae regards areas of
cooperations and other forms of iinkages necded
for program implementation; '

'6) Develop/prepare necessary reporting/monitoring
networks together with the required f orms/ formats ;

7) In coordination with the District Forester allocate/

assign the target areas undor the Division to its
different districts:

8) Cause the procurement and distributicn of seeds
seedlings and other logistical materials to the
different districts within the Divisian;

9) Prepare/develop and make recommondation to the
National TAP Committee through the Regicnal Level; .

10) Collect reports on the progress/development of
the TAP operation in the varicas districts within
the Division and make a correspcading report to
the DEC~TAP Regionel floordinator. .

3. Organizational Prqcedure_s:

Qe

b.

Ce

d,

(=1

The Provincial Division Superintendent of Schools,
acting as the Division TAP Committee,Coordinator shall
issue a directive informing all concerned about the TAP,
Attached to the directive are ccpies of P. D, 1153, all
available PROFEM informatioral materials, DEC Department
Orders and Memora:dum Circuler, DEC ’ROFEM program,
manuel of operations, and vther pertinent papers; .

The Provincial Division Superintendent of Schools shall
designate the Division YCAP Coordinator as his Assistant
Coordinator; _

The Division TAP Coordinator shall organize project
committees corresponding to the major activities/

- projects which the Division will undertake, prescribing

thereon the duties, function and responsibilities of
the jndividual committees gmd the members who will.
constitute each committee thus formed.

He shall establisl.i'necessary linkages with the Prov-

. inecisl PROFEM Council prescribing thereon the areas

of coordinations and cooperaticng;

Recruit/select persomnel from within the Division who
will undergo PROFEM training on program management and
operations; - g _
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' f. Coordinate with othur agencies, gova.l'nmu nt or pr:.vate
. within the Division (Prowvincial) level for various
types of asgistance to the project; ond

g+ Coordinate with President/s and/or Heads of Private
Colleges, Universities and Schools within the Province
¢ &s regard their participation in the TAP, target
setting, reporting/monitoring requircments and the
regources which the participating wiits may avail of
and how to procure the sams .

The Division Project Committees

The Division Project Committees shall be organized based

on the number of projects the Division will undertake. These

a;e:.;,élg Seed Collection and Sesdbanking; (2) Nursery Develop~
ment; (3) School Orchards and Agro-Forest . Parks; and (4) School
Participation in Community Mass-Tree Flanting.

- The Vﬂi'ious Division'T.AP Project Committees shall be

| respapsible to the Division Superintendent as regard the disse~

mination/allccation of District targets and supervise the imple-
mentadion of these projects, Thuy shall, however; submit their
repord to the permanent TAP Staff of the Division TAP Coordinator.
4ds sugh, the Division TAP Project Committee Coordinator shall be
entitled to tranasportation/travel allowances and per diems

- commensurate to their position in the department.

District TAP Coordinator

The District TAP Coordinator shall be *he District Super-
visor to be designated by the Division Proviaeial Superintendent.
4s sugh, he shall be entitled to tran3portat10n/travel allowances
end per diem necessary in the performance of his duties.,

1. Functions:
a. “Gémeral:

The District TAP Coord:.natox:‘coordm.ates the actual
implementation and operations of the DEC TAP at the
- district level.

‘.k

be Specific:

l) Implement all programs and programs and projects
detailed out by tho Division TALP Coordinator for
the district;

2) Coordinate with the Division TAP Coordinator as
regards financial and logistical requirements as
well as area allocation for orchard and nursery
development; .
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3) Supervises and coordinates the development of the
- Municipal Profile on Natural Resources, It is
likewisc charge with the function of establishing
linkages and accesg to data with the local govern-
ment units and representatives of national agencies.

/) Supervises and coordinates the conduct of the
information campaign as an effort to move the
people to actively participate in the national

~ PROFEM program,

5) Assist the PROFEM nmm.cipal trainors in adminise
tering the training program proscribed for School
TAP Brigade coordinators;

6) Establish a data bank on resources of all schools
. within the nnm:n.c:l.pahty whn.c:h can be utilized for
" TAP a.ct:n.v:.t:l.es,

7) Secure technical assistance from existing agricul=-
- tural colleges and universities concem:.ng the
development of nurseries and orchards

8) Monitors TAP activitics of Schools within the
district and submit reports to the Division TAP
Coordinator on progress and development of the
District's participation in the program; and

9) Coordinate with other agencies, government and
private, within the District (municipal) level
for various types of assistance to the project.

3, Organizational Procedures:

" The District Supervisor, in his capacity as the
designated District TAP Coordinator shall designate the
District YCAP Coordinator as his assistant a.nd organi.ze
the District in the following mamner: = .

a. The District Supervisor shall convene all officials
and personnel concerned;

be Brief/orient the members on DEC-TAP and other related
mt’c.ers H

Ce Orgam.ze comuittees on projects, project iuplementation
and geographical arca allocations;

d, Prescribe area/activity responsibilities to members and
the manner of coordination/cooperation and reporting;

e OSpecify available resources in terms of fund sources
and other support mchamsms which the district can
avail = itself of;
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Delineate/delegate duties, functions and responsibi-
lities to mowmbers of his uucl.nlcal soaff vho are
- inducted mto the Counca.a.,

.- Recruit personne] from a,.nong the Comm_ttac, me; ﬂ:)_,rs
for tra.‘l.m_ng or: PROFEM act:LV1 ties; 5

hi .The Council shall presmbe ’ where there are available

- Agricultural Colleges and Universities, . the system of
mobilizing its faculty and students for providing

4. technical. support in terms of conducting training,
demonstrations and actual assistance in project
implementation; and

1;. ‘Tt shall also prescr:l.be the type of involvement/

part:.c:.pat:n.on of ex:.at:mg gtudent, campus organizations.

School (Ba.ra.ngay) TAP Gomm:!.tt.ee )

Gimposition- S L

! The School. TAP Gomm:.tteu shall be headed by the school

principal as school Heed: Deacher to be assisted by the
School YCAP and.other coordingtors, whose unit shall
@bnpose -the work focrce of the school namelys

a.. Seed Col.'l.ect:.on and Seedbank:l_ng Coordinator
ia; ‘. 'Nursery I)Bvalopmnt Goord:.nator
| ou. Plantata.on Cam and Ma:\.nuonance Coordinator
di, Goordmator on: t.he School's Pa.rta.c:n.pablons on
. iCommmity Masa Tres Planting

3 School ¥olunteer TAP Comz.nttee shall zlso be organized

. bigsed. on the. sbove~enumerated, greupmgq to be composed of

2. 1

aimdents and canpus ox‘gmzatmons hbadbd by a teacher.
F‘hnqtﬁms
a.f :Generalz"

;i 7 The School TAP Commmitbee shall be charged with the

primary functions of operstionelizing the DEC-TAP

.% program. Actusl iwplementation of the various

projects and programesheall be-done in this level.,

< b‘p :Specif.‘ic i

5 J.) Seed Collec.t:.on and Seedbanking

a.) Orga.nlze the teachers to handle seed collection
and seedbanking;

[
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b)

c)

d)
e)

£)

g)

e
®
- 8‘_-

Coordinate with the local BFD and BPI repre-
sentatives on the mechanisms of seed collsce
tions and seedbanking;: :

Coordinate with the Nursery Development
Coordinator as regard the sc.hool nursery
seed requuemnts,

Collect at least five (5) seeds/seedlings a
wmonth from each student for ten (10) months;

Conduct preliminary class:.f:.cat:.on of seeds
according to spec:.e,

Store co].‘l.ec‘c.ed seeds; and

Maintain a record of the entire projec;t
activity and make report to the school
principal.

Nursery Development

a)

b)

9

d)

f)

g)_

h)

i)

i)

Organizc the School Volunteer TAP Committec
on Nursery Development;

Coordinate with the School Principal as regard
material and other legstical mqmmnts
procurement

Coordinate with locéi agriéultural colleges
and universities as regard technical assiste
ance and other areas of cooperations;

Coordinate with the jgeed collection and seed-
banking coordinator as regard seed requ:n.remnts

Conduct the construd‘li:.on of nursery; m.trsery

~ area, nursery plots, seed boxsg, etc; .

Conduct composting in the school; .
Conduct actual seed r1:;:I.,a.nt.1ng (sowing);

Canduct the neoessa:cv care and ma.:l.nt.ena.nce of
the nursery;

Gonduct barercoting end actual potting;

Conduct the necessai'yr care and maintenance
of barerooted and potted seedling;
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3)

/*).
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1)

Coordinate ‘with the plantation coordinator
as regard seedling requirements for the
school Agro-Forest and Qrchard Developmc.nt
and

-9 -

Maintain records of the over-all nursery
development activity and meke report of the

~ same to the principal.

Orchard and Agro-Foreat Developmehﬁ |

=

b)

o

d)
e):
£)

&)

“h) .

1)

3)

Organize the School Voluntéer TAP Committee
on Orchard and fgro-Forest Development;

Coordinate with the School Nursery.Coordinator
as regard seedling requirements of the Agro-
Forest and School Orchards;

In coc:rdjmtion with the local BPI and BFD

representatives, conduct site inspections,
surveys, soil analysis and other technical
requirements of the planting; -

Conduct site cleaning;

,_Cohduct} digging of holes;.

Prepare fence and other protective mechanism
requirements and install the same;

Cause the transport of set.dlmgs to the
plantation site/s;

Conduct actual tree p]_axiting.;
Conduct plantation care and maintenance; and

Méke report of the. total orchard and agro=

- forest park development a.ct:.v:.t:.es to the

school principal.

School Pa.rt:l.c:\.pat:l.an in Commum:.ty Mass—Tree
Planting _

e)

b)

Organize teachers _a.nd gtudents and appoint

~a coordinator thereof for the School Volunteer
- TAP. Committee on Community Mass Tree Planting;

Brief/orient participants on the type-and scope
of school participation; and

Coord:l.nate with the Bara.ngay Cha.:n.rman as regard
ares allocation, .
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Program Features:

Scope of the Program:

The program is directed towards the actual mobilization of
the student population throughout the country. This shall cover
all pupils/students in the elementary, sscondary and post-secondary
levelS. S ] )

The Treepla.ﬁting Action Program shall cover all citizens in
school at least ten (10) years of age in all school levels inclu-
ding the pupils and the academic and non-academic school perscnnel,

4. Elementary Level

ls In the lower primary level, Grade I.to Grade III, (approx-
imately 7 to 9 years of age), all pupils shall contribute
to the school nursery for propegation at least three (3)
fruit-bearing trees seedlings monthly, Such participation
shall be credited towards their Youth Civic Action Program
requirements, : ' _

2. In the upper primary level, Grade IV to VI (approximstely
" ten (10) years of age and above) every pupil shall plant
and take care of at least one (1) tree each month or

twelve (12) trees in a year,

3+ In order to qualify for graduation in the elementary level,
e pupil shall present his certificates for planting and
survival of at least ten (10) trees planted and properly
maintained for school year 1977-1978, etc., ‘

B. Secondary Level T

l. In the secondary level, eévery student shall plant and
properly take care of at least one tres each month or
twelve trees in a year or fortyweight (48) fruit-bearing
trees in four-year period. Pro¥ided, however that he
should have not yet participated:in the TAP in the
elementary level, : ‘ o

2. To qualify for graduation in the: secondary level, students
shall have to present certifications for planting and
survival of the trees planted for at least ten (10) trees

for graduating class in 1977-1978; for twenty-four (24)
trees for students graduating in- 1978-1979, ete.

3. Participation in the Treeplanting Action Program shall be
' accredited to partial completion of Youth Civie Action
Program requirement of the student,
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Post Secondary Level

Le iE’vary student shall mL.'thle participate in. thc TAP by
.planting at least ons fruit-bearing tree cach month or
twelve (12) trees ennually for a pericd of five (5) years

or at least sixty (60) trees to satisfy the requirement
.of P, D. 1153, Provided, however; that he should have
~not yet participated in the TAP in the lower levels,

2e ‘To qualify for graduation, & student shall have to present
" ia certification of planting and survival for at least ten
(10) trees planted annually beyining the school year
;19'77—1978, aote.

¥
k

Exe@t:.ons

Pursuant to the provis:Lons of P D. ].153, all phys:.ca.’l.:l.y

‘and mentally disabled citizens are execrpted from the provisions

- of this order; Provided, however thot appropriate medical .

C.
&‘.
&
Do" :
. E.
P
5
2
P.
s
¥
s

cortificates issued by duly authorized government medical
practitioners shall be presented to the Schocl YCAP Coordinator,

Registration ‘of Students
1. :Every school child or student :|.n all levels shall register

with his/her School YCAP Coordinator who shall monitor -
all the tree planting activi t_x.s..s in the school;

2. Registration shall be effected not later t.han the ‘end of

the second month of each school year, Children who will
turn 10 years of age after June 17, 1977 shall reglster
_wn.th:t.n 30 days after their 10th birthday.

3. Those: who fai'k:d to *‘eg:.ster as hereinabove required shell
‘register within thirty (30) days after bemg penalized
for failure to register,

e 'g'Reg:.strat:Lm shall be accornplismd by fn.:l.‘Ling Forms 5 and
‘5-A as hereby incloaed as inclosure 3 and 4.

Gartn.f:.cat:.on

. A certificate of planting shall bx_. issued 1o puplls/ students

for,1:;2!.@11’0:1.1’1b trees. If the tres survives at least two years after

its planting, a certificate of survival shall be issued; and a
certificate of completion shall likewise be issued to any pupil/
student who has completed the five (5) years planting of sixty
(60) trees as envisioned by the Decroe. These three %3) certi-
ficates shall be accomplished in the prescm.bed foms DEC~TAP

Forms Nos. 1, 2 and 3).
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\/ V. Strategy of Implementation-

A,

B.

Ce

D.

_/E.

F.

The program shall be implemented utilizing %. a great extent
the school mempower rescurces, L1t shall impiement the :
following projecta: _

l. DNursery development

2+ Seed collsction and seedbanking

3+ Establishment of school orchards and agro-forest parks
o Tx‘eepla.ntmg ‘ )

5. Curriculum development. S

6. Municipal profile development '

The trees to be planted shall be fruit-bearing, shade, orna-
mental or forest trees, and the same shall be taken cared of,
for at least two ysars after each planting and replaced if
the same die, are d:.seased or all dei‘ectlvesL

For the current year (CY 1977) the Bu:veau of Forest Development,
thru its different forest murseries, shall provide all schools
with seedlings of forest trees; the Bureau of Plant Industry

. and the Bureau of Agricultural Extension shall provide with

seedlings of ornamental trees and fruit-bcaring trees, the
Philippine Coconut Authority will provide with cocaonubt seede
lings; and this office thru its school nurser::.es shall prov:.de
seedlings to students.

Starting with coming year 1978, all schools shall, with the
asgistance of the BFD, BPI, and B4RX on the choice of species
and nursery operation practices, raise their own tree seedlings.

Students whose parents own lands, may plant troas in lands or
lots owned by their parents. Studente whose parents hold a
lease contract over a parcel of land.may plant trees in the _
area under lease tc them with the comsont of thie owner thereof.

All other students who are landless may plant trees-in lands
which are part of public grounds or places such as plazas,
schools, markets, roadsides and parks or in lands of public
domain designated by the FROFTM Regionsl, Provincial, City,
Municipal or Barangay Council; Prw:l_ded That where no PROFEM

- Council is yet organized in the provinc:.al mnicipal, city or

barangay level pursuant to Letter of Instructions Nos. 423 and
424, the governor, mmicipal mayor; ¢ity mayor or barangay

- captain shall act instead of the PRGFEM Provincial, Municipal,

City and Barangsy Council, respectively. If the above-mentioned
areas are not available, the BFD district office concerned shall,
upon being so informed, set asids sufficient area of accessible

open/denuded forest lands for such purpose, and said lands shall
either be forest lands, grazing or pasture lands, mineral lands, ~

resettlement lands, civil or military reservations.
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L)

Ge Tree]flantmg Plan

l.

Re

3

Penalt

H:Lthm thirty (30) days after the promuly fatlon of the
Aduministrative Order on June 17, 1977 o treeplanting plan
ghall be prepared by the respective heads of the institu~
$ions concerned through their respective school YOAP
(foordma.tors. .

1 treeplantmg plan sh.all contain among oth».rs , the
follow:.ng o '

| 4. List of all pupils/students covered by this Adwinis-

trative Order in their respective schools including
a listing of lands owned or leased by then.

i
g Map or sketch showing planting site assignments of
each person;

¢. Schedule of planb:u.ng , Teplanting eand care and mainte-
nance of trees planted;

d. Seeds and/or seedling stock collection and acquisition/

distribution scheme; and

¢. Other information pertinent to tree planting activities
- using as guide when necessary a typical format that
maybe prescribed (Form 6).

The prepared Treecplanting Plan shall be submitted to their
respective PROFEM Council in their area and a copy to the
National YCAP Coordinating Center who shall serve as the
Secretariat ‘of the DEC, National PROFEM Committee.

U3e 3

The ;penalty provided in Presidential Decree No. 1153 shall be
imposed ypon any student who violates any of its provisions.

' Vioiation is deemed to have been committed if a students:

L

2,

3

';T?fails to register within the prescribed period;

fails to prepare a treeplenting plon within the
prescribed period;

fails to plant one tree a month or 12 trees a year; and

fails to replace a dead tree w:Lth:Ln two (2) years after
planting,












&ny person who violates any provision of P, D. 1153 or any
rule or regulation promulgated thereunder shall be punished with
- a fine of not more than one thousand pesos or, in appropriate .

.cases, with disqualification to acquire or enjoy any privilege
granted exclusively to citizens of the Philippines, such as the

acquisition either through sale, frees patent, homestead, or lesase

of public lands, enjoyment of a franchise to own or operate a
public. utility or the grant of a lease » license or a privilege
involving natural resources; and for a period of five years be
disqualified to hold public office, to graduate from any educa-
- tional institution at all levels, to take any bar, board or civil
service examination, and to practice any profession licensed and
regulated by the Supreme Court or the Profeseiomal Regulation
Commission. - (Secs 6. P. D, 1153) . ‘
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PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1153

REQUIRING THE PLANTING OF ONE TREE EVERY MONTH FOR FIVE
CONSHCUTIVE YEARS BY EVERY CITIZEN OF THE PHILIPPINES.

Sy more abundant natural resources, particularly
forest respurces, will prevent floods, droughts, erosion and
sedimentazaong and will increase our water supply needed to
generate more power, expand farm productivity, and meet the
ever increpsing demand for domestic consumption of our explo=-
ding populgtion; and

WHERBAS, to achieve a holistic ecosystem approach to
forest resource management, %o prevent irreversible conse-
quences of human activities on the environment, and to pro-
mote a healthier ecosystem for our people, it is time to
make an urgent call upon our citizenry to plant trees;

NOW, THEREFQRE, I, FERDINAND E. LARCOS, President of
the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by the
constitutirn; do hereby order and decree the followings:

~ SECTION 1. It is the policy of the State to call upon
every citizen of the Philippines to help, as a duty and obli~
gation, to conserve and develop the resources of the countrys

SEC. 2. In furtherance of said policy, every citizen
of the Philippines at least ten (10) years of age, actually
residing therein, unless physically disabled to do so, shall
plant one tree every month for five (5) consecutive years.

SEC. 3« The planting of such trees shall be done in any
of the following placess ' '

aJ.Inélands or lots owned by his fa@ily;

b) Inilands or lots leased by his family with
the consent of the owner thereof;

¢) In lands which are parts of public grounds or places
such as plazas, schools, markets, roadside and parks;
and : -

d) In lands of the public domain designated by the Prese
idential Council for Forest Ecosystem Management,
hereafter referred to as the -Council, such as appro=
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nriate forest lands, grazing or pasture lands, minee
ral lands, resettlement lands, civil and nilitary
reservations. ' ‘ '

SEC. 4« The trees to be planted shall be fruit-bearing
shade, ornamental or forest trees, and the same shall be
taken care of for at least two years after each planting and
replaced if the same die, are diseased or are defective. '

SEC. 5. The Council, in consultation with the appropriate
govermment agencies, shall issue such rules and regulations
which may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this De=-
cree and Letter of Instructions No. 423 whenever applicable.

SEC. 6. Any person who violates any provision of this
Decree or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder shall
be punished with a fine of not more 'than one thousand pesos
or, in appropriate cases, with disqualification to acquire or
‘enjoy any privilege granted exclusively to citizens of the
Philippines, such as the acquisition either through sale, free
patent, homestead, or lease of public lands, enjoyment of a
franchise to own or operate a public utility or the grant of
a lease, license or a privilege involving.natural resources;
and for a period of five years be disqualified to hold public
office, to graduate from any educational institution at all-
levels, to take any bar, board or g¢ivil service examination,
and to.practice any profession licensed and regulated by the
Supreme Court or the Professional Regulation Commission.

SEC. 7« This Decree shall take effect vpon its promul—
gation.

Done in the City of lianila, this 6th day of June in the
~ year of Our _Lord, nineteen hundred and seventy—sevehe
(SGD.) FERDINAND E. LARCOS
President of the Philippines
By the President s . _ _ g;

I
(SGD.) JUAN C. TUVERA
Presidential Assistant












