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DepEd MEMORANDUM
No. 973 ,s. 2010

ORGANIZATION OF THE PHILIPPINE COUNTRY TEAM
FOR THE OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN STUDY

To:  Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Directors of Services/Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents

1. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the UNESCO Institute for
Statistics (UIS) in cooperation of this Department are undertaking a global Out-of-
School Children (OOSC) Study, which includes the Philippines as the focal country.
This study will be undertaken for about 24 months starting June 2010.

2. The over-all goal of the study is to highlight the urgency of addressing the
problems of OOSC, and the need to provide guidelines for improving assessment
and monitoring in order to accelerate and scale up the achievement of the goal on
Universal Primary Education and Education for All (EFA) by 2015. Specifically, this
initiative aims to support this country to:

a. improve the statistical information and analysis on OOSC and
the factors contributing to exclusion from schooling;

b. strengthen institutional capacities for implementing appropriate
statistical and monitoring methodologies;

c. analyze existing policies related to school participation; and
d. identify bottlenecks and develop context-appropriate, realistic

and robust plans for accelerating and scaling enrolment and
sustaining attendance/completion rates.

3. This study will produce a major report on out-of-school children together
with evidence-based guidelines and policy briefs, as well as capacity building or
development plans, support to education planning and reform, and advocacy
activities. Hence, the UNICEF and UIS require the creation or organization of
country technical working teams to ensure political support, integration into
planning and reform processes, technical expertise and resource mobilization.

“EFA 2015: Karapatan ng Lahat, PananagutanngLahat' :



The members of the Philippine Country Team to undergo the OOSC Study
are the following:

Department of Education (DepEd)

a. Ramon C. Bacani - Undersecretary for Regional Operations

b. Vilma L. Labrador - Undersecretary for Programs and Projects

c. Teresita G. Inciong - Assistant Secretary for Programs and
Projects

d. Jesus L. R. Mateo - Assistant Secretary for Planning

e. Yolanda S. Quijano - Director, Bureau of Elementary

Education

f.  Carolina S. Guerrero - Director, Bureau of Alternative Learning
System

g. Ester T. Dijamco - Chief, Research and Statistics Division,
Office of Planning Service (OPS)

h. Miriam N. Coprado - Chief, Planning and Programming
Division, OPS

i.  Mercy P. Castro - Statistician, Research and Statistics
Division, OPS

National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)

a. Napoleon B. Imperial - Social Development Staff, Education

Section
Non-Government Organization (NGO) Partner
a. Edicio G. Dela Torre - Education-Network (E-Net)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

a. Vanessa J. Tobin - Representative

b. Ma. Lourdes De Vera-Mateo - Chief, Education Section

c. Augusto S. Rodriguez - Officer-in-Charge, Social Policy Section

d. Hammad Masood - Programme Monitoring and Evaluation Unit

4. The study will be open to the participation of interested donors and partners

from non-government organizations (NGOs).
S. The support and cooperation of all concerned is enjoined.
6. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
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MONA D. VALISNO
Secretary
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