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NOV 0 3 2008

DepED MEMORANDUM
No. 508 > s 2008

DISSEMINATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 595
(“Health Education Reform Order of 2006 (HERO 2006%)

To:  Bureau Directors
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
Heads, Public and Private Schools

1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of the
Executive Order No. 595 known as the “Health Education Reform Order of 2006
(HERO of 2006)” that aims to ensure an effective and efficient public health

awareness campaign for the prevention of common diseases through the educational
system.

2. The salient features of the “HERO of 2006” are as follows:

- Its coverage includes the elementary, secondary and collegiate levels;

- Basic preventive health care concepts on the top causes of morbidity
and mortality shall be integrated in the curricula of all levels;

- Public and private sector partnerships need to be strengthened;

- Its service component - the Universal Medical and Dental Check-Up
(UMDC) strengthens the provision of the medical and dental care to
the school populace throughout the school year.

3. It may be mentioned that the HERO was operationalized in 2007 through a
Memorandum of Agreement between and among the Department of Education,
Philippine College of Physicians, Philippine Medical Association, Philippine Pediatric
Society, Philippine Dental Association and Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology. For
school year 2008-2009, another Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) was signed on
September 24, 2008 between DepED and additional partners such as DOH, DSWD,
Leagues of Municipalities and Cities of the Philippines and allied partners, for the full
implementation of the objectives of HERO.

4. The HERO Committee has scheduled the roll-out of the HERO nationwide in
October 2008. All chapters of the Philippine College of Physicians and Philippine
Medical Association are advised to conduct their program launch and to coordinate
with local government agencies /units on the HERO activity.

5, Regional directors, schools division superintendents and school administrators
are requested to disseminate information on the HERO to teachers and other school




personnel, and to lend full support to all activities, more particularly, to the
integration of prevention and control of diseases in the curricula at all educational
levels and to the conduct of the Universal Medical and Dental Check-Up of the school
populace as embodied in DepED Memorandum No. 253, s. 2008.

6. All school health and nutrition personnel and Adopt-A-School Program
Coordinators are expected to assist in the coordination, imple.nentation, monitoring
and reporting of HERO activities in their respective areas of assignment.

7 Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
/gANKLIN C. SU%EA
Undersecretary
Encl.:
As stated
Reference:

DepED Memorandum: (No. 253, s. 2008)
Allotment: 1- -(D.O. 50-97)
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Enclosure to DepED Memorandum: No. 508, s. 2008

MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 595

WHEREAS, the State recognizes that the most common diseases and causes of

mortality and morbidity are taking a great toll on the country’s human and economic
resources;

WHEREAS, the causes af the highest rate of mortality or morbidity in the

country may be prevented by proper health ang sanitation practices brought aboyt by
effective health education and awareness; :

WHEREAS, public and private SECtor partnerships reed to be harnessed for the
fight against these leading causes of mortality and morbidity;
WH EREAS, the education ang awareness on the prevention of the most

common causes of morbidity and mortality amang Filipinos are best achieved through
Integration with the health curriculum of primary and secondary levels;

WHEREAS, there iS a need tg reassess and review existing health curricustum of
primary, secondary and collegiate levels in order to refocus the same from curative to

Preventive aspects of diseases and other top causes of martality and morbidity in the
country.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYOQ, President of the
Republic of the Philippines, by the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1, Title, —~ Thig Executive Order shall he

known as the “Heaith
Education Reform Order of 2006" (HERO of 2006). _

SEC. 2, Scope ang Coverage. - The education and ¢
awareness program shal| cover the heaith Curriculum  of o}
collegiate levels a| over the country,

Ommon  diseases
rimary, secondary and

SEC, 3. Preventive Health Education Curriculum. - Modules on basic
preventive health care for the top causes of morbidity and mortality shall ba integrated
into the curricula of all private and public elementary schools, high schools, college:s and
universities in the Philippines. In this regard, existing health Curricula of al| private and
public elementary schools and high schools shall be refocused from Curative to

preventive aspect of the top causes of morbidity and mortality in the country or in the
focality, as the Case may be,
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SEC. 4. Committee on HERO, ~ There is hereby created a Committee on
Health Education Reform consisting of:

1. The Secretary of the Department of Educaticn (DepEd) or his alternate
whose rank shal! not be lower than Assistant Secratary;

2. The Secretary of Health or his alternate whose rank shall not be lower than

Assistant Secretary;

The Chairman of the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) or his

alternate who shall be one of the Commissioners of the CHED;

The Secretary of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) or his

alternate whese rank shall not be lewer than Assistant Secretary;

Three (3) representatives from the private sector, i.e., two (2) from the

medical profession (i.e. Philippine Medical Association [PMA], Philippine

College of Physicians [PCP]) and one (1) from related or allied sectors, who

shall be invited by the Committee upcn the recommendation of recognized

medical groups or associations ~ to formulate and prepare modules on basic

preventive health care for the top causes of morbidity and mortality and to

adopt evaluation monitoring scheme for the said modules. The Committee

shall be Co-Chaired by the Secretaries of the Deptd and DOH,

For this purpose, the Committee on HERO or its individual members may enter
into Memoranda of Agreement with recognized medical associations and groups to
ensure continued participation of the private sector in this important endeavor. Further,
the participating agencies, as well as the Committee on HERO, may receive donations
from third parties in form of cash or kind for the furtherance of the objectives of this
Executive Order, subject to pertinent laws, rules and regulations.

The Committee on HERO may create a Technical Working Group (TWG)
consisting of officers from the Deptd, DOH, DOST, CHED and the TESDA from the
government sector, as well as representatives from the private sector, which shall
recommend the evaluation scheme with success metrics/parameters with timelines,

necessary modifications to the program, and report the overall impact of the program on
the healthcare and educational system.

5EC. 5, Time Devoted to Health Subject and Integration. — The DepFEd,
through its Curriculum Divisions, shall determine the appropriate number of hours to be
devoted to health subjects with emphasis on the preventive aspect of top causes of
mortality and morbidity and how to integrate the same into the current Science and
Health curricula of primary and secondary schocls.

SEC, 6. Initial List of Modules Coverage. — Modules will cover risk factors for

the prevention and treatrment of the top ten causes of mortality and morbidity in the
Philippines.
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SEC. 7. Verification of Scientific Data. — The DOH shall check the validity
and accuracy of all scientific data on which the modules are based. The Secretary of
Health shall certify the scientific accuracy of the rmodules as well

as the completeness of
the content appropriate to the understanding of the disease candition and its
prevention,

SEC. 8. Designation of Modules for Education Level. - It shall be the
responsibility of the Committee on HERQ to determine the modules appropriate for
student appreciation of the concepts for each level in elementary and high school and
design of the grade and year-level modules to achieve the same.

The Depkd shall appoint a Committee of teachers in both e
school levels for every Regional Office who sha
in turn plan, together with re
to all teachers.

lementary and high
Il be trained in the modules and who will
levant DOH personnel, the cascade of the teaching module

SEC. 9. Modules for Collegiate and Postgraduate Healthcare
Professionals. — Specific modules on the following topics, among others, for the use of
collegiate levels shall be developed by the Committee on HERO: (2) Preventive, Public
and Community Health: (b) Management and Leadership concepts to emphasize health
care; (c} Professional and Community Leader Ethics and Professionalism; and (d) Health
Economics. The madules to be created shall instill love of country and a sense of social
responsibility among the health professionals in the fields of medicine, nursing, medical
technology, pharmacy and allied professions.

The CHED shall work with th

€ private sector in the implementation of these
modules. ‘

SEC. 10. Pilot Areas. - The DepEd and DOH may jointly identify Pilot Areas for
the immediate implementation of this EC, giving major consideration on the prevalence

of the top ten causes of rmortality and morbidity, as well as the poverty incidence, in the
particular area.

SEC. 11. Funding. — Initizl expenses of the Committee on HERO shall be
equally divided among the member-agencies from their respective budgets. However,
the funding for the development of and cascading of modules, as well as printing of
materials, shall be derived from such sources 2s may be determined by the Department
of Budget and Management. Thereafter, the same shall be included in the budgets of

the member agencies in the General Appropriations Act.,

SEC. 12. Repealing Clause, — Al executive issua
regulations or parts thereof inconsistent with
hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

nces, orders, rules and
the provision of this Executive Order are

SEC. 13. Separability Clause. - If any section or provision of this executive
order shall be declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other sections or provision not
affected thereby shail remain in fui! force and effect.
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SEC, 14, Effectivity - This Executive Order shall take effect immediately.

DONE in the city of Manita, this 27 thDecember in the Year of our Lord Two
Trousand and Six.

- )
, %4«711 : é 2
By the President:

/

/S
EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

%mmmmmmmunwul |
POMA Hetagrom ¢ 38022 DIRECTHR 11:
sy Faeamd Mafacafang Records Uthic.




