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DepED MEMORANDUM
No. 250 ,8:2005

NATIONAL PEACE CONSCIOUSNESS MONTH

To:  Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Directors of Services/Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools

1. Pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. 675 dated July 20, 2004 (copy enclosed) Declaring .
the Month of September 2004 and Every Year Thereafter as National Peace Consciousness Month,
all govemment agencies and instrumentalities are encouraged to initiate and participate in relevant
and meaningful activities to instill greater public consciousness and understanding of the meaning of
cuture for peace. The theme for this years celebration is “Serbisyo at Reporma Para sa
Kapayapaan”.

2. The Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP) is tasked to coordinate
and monitor the observance of the peace month.

3. The following activities are suggested during the month:

a. Display of the National Peace Consciousness Month streamer, and

b. A brief and simple ceremony with the following suggested program: (a) reading of the
message of the President; (b) a short message of peace to be delivered by the head
of an Office or his/her altemate (Undersecretary or Assistant Secretary) stressing the
importance of good office and genuine reforms in bringing about peace, and how an
office can contribute to it; (c) rendering of a peace song, poetry or dance; and (d)
recitation of a prayer for peace. The ceremony may be done either on the first
Monday of September or on September 21 which is the Intemational Day of Peace.

4, Enclosed are the prayer for peace and the specifications of the streamer.
5. For more information, please call Mr. Vicente Borgonia, OPAPP Office at tel. no. (632) 636-
0701.
6. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
‘/( — / -4 "“\:
RAMON C. BACANI
Undersecretary
Officer-in-Charge
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Enclosure No. 1 to DepED Memorandum No. 250, s. 2005

MALACANANG
MANILA \

8Y THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

PROCLAMATION NO. 675

DECLARING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2004 AND EVERY YEAR
THEREAFTER AS “"NATIONAL PEACE CONSCIOUSNESS MON1'H”

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 3, s. 2001, mandates the continuing
pursuit of a comprehensive peace process along six major peace-making and
peace-building components, otherwise known as the Six Paths to Peace, . wit:

o Pursuit of social, economic and political reforms to address the root
causes of armed conflicts and social unrest;

» Consensus-building and empowerment for peace through consu:tations
and people participation;

o Peaceful, negotiated settlement with different rebel groups &nd the
effective implementation of peace agreements;

« Programs for reconciliation, reintegration into mainstream socicty and
rehabilitation of former rebels and their communities;

» Addressing concemns arising from continuing armed conflicts, <uch as
the protection of non-combatants and the reduction of the lmpact of
armed conflicts on communities; and

o Building and nurturing a climate conducive to peace through peace
education and advocacy programs and confidence-building measures.

WHEREAS, there is a need to instill greater consciousness and
understanding among the Filipino people on the comprehensive peace prc.cess to
strengthen and sustain institutional and popular support for and participation in
this effort, as well as in the global movement spearheaded by the Unitexl \ations
to promote a Culture of Peace based on nonviolence, respect for fundirmental
rights and freedoms, tolerance, understanding and solidarity;

WHEREAS, Proclamation No. 161 dated February 28, 2002 specifically
addresses the above concem by way of an annual observance of a ilational
Peace Consciousness Week from February 28 to March 6;

WHEREAS, there is a need to reset the period of observance of the

National Peace Consciousness Week to September of every year to allow more
active participah‘on from the citizenry and institutions, including educational

?&'J"!“m'.“ "””"""‘; . - A

lice of the Secetnry

RFCE. ¢ D
Ctr} No. 2e0f . 205

By: Zo Date ‘_,7/,20/04



aM L OP-MRO FAX NO. : 7361346 ' Jul. 28 2084 11:44AM P2

institutions, as well as to expand the week-long celebration to a periixi of one
month:

WHEREAS, the month of September holds several significant mili:stones
in the history of pursuing the peace process in the country, some of whicl: are as
follows:

» Creation of the National Unification Commission, through Executive
Order No. 19 issued on September 1, 1992, which undertook
nationwide consultations in 1992-1993 to lay the foundations of the
Philippine Government’s agenda for a just, comprehensive and lasting
peace;

o Issuance of Executive Order No. 125 in September 15, 1993 hy then
Pres. Fidel V. Ramos which provided for the administrative  and policy
structure to pursue the NUC-proposed comprehensive peace process :
agenda, including the creation of the Office of the Presidential Adviser
on the Peace Process;

 Signing of a Final Peace Agreement by the Philippine Governm2nt and
the Moro National Liberation Front on September 2, 1996; ard

« Signing of a Peace Pact, or "Sipat”by the Philippine Governmant and
the Cordillera People’s Liberation Army on September 13, 1986.

WHEREAS, the month of September has international sigr ificance
relative to the global advocacy for peace because of activities such as:

e Annual observance of the United Nations’ International Day ¢f Peace
on September 21;

» Llaunching of the 2001-2010 International Decade for a Culture of g
Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World on Se.atember
19, 2000; and

« Commemoration of the September 11, 2001 terrorist bombing s in the
United States of America which roused not only the world, but the
Philippines as well, to take firm action against the hosrors of
international and domestic terrorism.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, Prerident of .
the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do
hereby declare the month of September 2004 and every year thercafter as
"National Peace Consciousness Month.”

All concerned Government agencies and instrumentalities, including local
government units, govemnment-owned and controlled corporations, a: well as
members of the private sector and civil society groups, are hereby enjoined and
encouraged to initiate and participate in relevant and meaningful activities in
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celebration of the National Peace Consciousness Month to instill ¢reater (&//
consciousness and understanding among the Filipino people c«f the
comprehensive peace process and the Culture of Peace agenda.

The Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPI®) shall
be the lead Government agency to coordinate and monitor the observance of the
National Peace Consciousness Month.

This Proclamation supersedes Proclamation No. 161, series of 2002, All
other executive issuances, orders, rules and regulations or parts ‘hereof
inconsistent with this Proclamation are hereby repealed or modified accoraingly.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the
seal of the Republic of the Philippines to be affixed.

DONE in the City of Manila, this 20th  day of July , in the year of

Our Lord, Two Thousand and Four,

By the President:

(494 .2

ALBERTO G. ROMULO
Executive Secretary
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Enclosure No. 2 to DepED Memorandum No. 250, s. 2005

HARMONY PRAYER

O Lord, I cry for peace,

Purify my eyes to see peace,
Purify my mind to understand peace,
Purify my heart to love peace,
Purify my memory to work for peace;
The peace that comes from your
love and compassion.

- O Lord, sustain my vision of peace
following your inspiration,

You have many ways of revealing your
presence and love for humanity,
But your style is constant:

You are in dialogue with all,

You care for all.

Make me O Lord, a sign of your peace,
Living a life-in-dialogue with you
to understand your silence

and seek your presence;

In dialogue with myself
to rediscover the meaning of my life;

In dialogue with others
to move together in harmony with ali;

And in dialogue with creation
to care for the earth.

Give me, O Lord,
~ the courage to live in dialogue
‘in the midst of divisions and conflicts
and to build peace with all people
of sincere hearts who believe
in your love and compassion.
Amen.

Source: Silsilah Dialogue Movement
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%%’rﬁﬁ, (name of agency / office) Agency
w(m in coordination with the Office
% % . . . . Logo
... Office of the Presidential adviser on the Peace Process
Joins the Nation in the observance of the
National Peace Consciousness Month
September 2005
Theme:

SERBISYO AT REPORMA PARA SA KAPAYAPAAN

Support Organization : United Nation Development Program (UNDP)




