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DepED MEMORANDUM
No. 237.s. 2005

DISSEMINATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 437
(Encouraging the Implementation of Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR)
for Persons with Disabilities in the Philippines)

To: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Directors of Services/Centers and Heads of Units

Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents

1. For the information and guidance of all concemed, enclosed is a copy of Executive
Order No. 437 dated June 21, 2005, entitled “Encouraging the Implementation of Community-
Based Rehabilitation (CBR) for Persons with Disabilities in. the Philippines”.

2. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

M- P Q¢ u .\—'-'.:
RAMON C. BACANI
Undersecretary
Officer-in-Charge

Encl.: As stated

Reference: None

Allotment: 1—(D.O. 50-97)
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MALACANANG
Manila .

BY 1HE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDLR NO. 437

ENCOURAGING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COMMUNITY-BA.ED
REHABILITATION (CBR) FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN
THE PHILIPPINES

WHEREAS, Section 11, Article XIII, of the 1987 Constitution, declares that “the
Srate shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive approach to heaith development
which shall endeavor to make essential goods, heaith and other social services available
to all the people at affordable cost. There shall be priority for the needs of the under-
privileged sick, elderly, disabled, women and children. The State shall endeavor to
provide free medical care to paupers”;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7277, otherwise known as the Magna Carta for
Disabled Persons, expressly provides that “people with disabilities shall be given
rehabilitation, opportunities for self-development and self-reliance to prepare them for
full integration into the mainstream of society”;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 8425, otherwise known as the Social Reform Act
provides for the poverty-alleviation of the basic sectors, including persons with
di-.abilities;

WHEREAS, the Biwako Millenium Framework which promotes a right-based,
barrier-free and inclusive society for persons with disabilities is supported by
Proclamation No. 240 “Declaring the period 2003-2012 as the Philippine Decade of
Persons with Disabilities”,

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7160 known as the Local Government Code of
1991 mandates the devolution of services to the local government units (LGUs);

",EWHEREAS, there is a need at the community level for an effective approach in
providing comprehensive rehabilitation services and in promoting the rights and
empowerment of persons with disabilities; .
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WHEREAS, the Community-Based approach has been successfully
demonstrated as an appropriate way of providing comprehensive rehabilitation services
to person with disabilities nationwide.

NOW, THREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARRQYO, President of the
Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby
order:

Section 1. All Local Government Units (LGU) are hereby encouraged to:
e Adopt the Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) Program in delivering
services to their constituents with disabilities and to allocate funds to support

the program.

o Designate a unit under the office of the local executive to be responsnble for
the implementation of the Community-Based Rehabilitation program in

accordance with the policies and implementing guidelines set by the National -
Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons to include the promotion and
capability building of the LGUs on CBR.
Section 2. The concerned national government agencies shall provide support
to LGUs for the effective and sustained implementation of CBR. '
Section 3. All orders, issuances, rules and regulations or any part thereof which
are inconsistent with the provnsnons of this Executive Order are hereby repealed or
modified accordingly.
Section 4. This Executive Order shall take effect'immediatély.
DONE in the City of Manila on this 21st day of June inthe'year of
Our Lord Two Thousand and Five.
By the Przidentz .
EDUARDO R. ERMITA e — , )
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