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Republic of the Philippines Q
Bepartment of Education DQ "ED

DEPARTMENT JOF FDTCATION

-AUG 152005

DepED MEMORANDUM
No.. 231.s 2005

DISSEMINATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 134
(Declaring August 12, 1999 and Every 12"Day of August
Thereafter as International Humanitarian Law Day)

To: Undersecretaries

Assistant Secretaries

Bureau Directors

Regional Directors

Schools Division/City Superintendents

Heads, Public and Private Schools
1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of Executive
Order No. 134 dated July 31, 1999, entitled “Declaring August 12, 1999 and Every 12" Day
of August Thereafter as International Humanitarian Law Day”, which is self-explanatory.

2. Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.

K,_ P d ’Al\\.‘l

RAMON C. BACANI
Undersecretary
Officer-in-Charge

Encl.: '
As stated

Reference: None
Allotment: 1--(D.O. 50-97)

To be indicated in the Perpetual Index
under the following subjects:

LEGISLATION
Learning Area, HUMAN RIGHTS
OFFICIALS
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Enclosure to DepED Memorandum No. 231. S. 2005.

MALACANANY;

NManila

BY THE PRESIDENT OF TUE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 1 3 4

DECLARING AUGUST 12, 1999 AND EVERY 12111 DAY OF AUGUST THERE-
AFTER AS INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW DAY

WHERKEAS, the Philippines adheres to the principles of human rights and humani-

tarian laws enshrined in international human rights treatics and instruments to which it is a
State Party;

WHEREAS, human rights laws apply both in (incs of peace and during armed
conflict, while International Humanitarian Law, or the laws of armed conflict, apply only
during times of war or armed conflict;

WHEREAS, the Philippines, as a Contracting Party to the Four Geneva

Conventions of August 12, 1949: (1) Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the
Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field; (II) Geneva Con-
vention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked
Members of Armed Forces at Sca; (Il Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War;, and (IV) Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War; and Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions and Relating
to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts which was acceded to
by the country on 11 December 1986, subscribes to the basic principle of disinterested
humanitarian aid to all victims of war and armed conflict without discrimination.

WHEREAS, in soljdax'ity with the other Contracting Parties to the four Geneva
Conventions and Additional Protocol 11, the Philippines accepts direct responsibility for the
application of international humanitarian law when involved in an armed conflict.

WHEREAS, the officials and personnel of government departments, law enforce-
ment agencies, and local government units need to enhance their understanding of the

principles of intermational humaaitarian law in order to further strengthen their resolve to
adhere 1o, promote and protect these principles;

WHEREAS, the commemoration of Intemational ITumanitarian Law Day will

raisc the people’s consciousness and promote greater awarencss of the principles of
[ntemational Humanitarian Law;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH EIJERCITO ESTRADA, President of the
Philippines, by virtuc of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby declarc August 12,
1999 and every 12th day of August thereafter as International Humanitarian Law Day.
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All concerned departments and agencies of the government are enjoined to observe
International Humanitanian Law Day and to actively support and participate in programs
and activities to commemoratce this Day.

The Department of National Defcense and the Department of Foreign Affairs are
hereby directed to co-chair an ad-hoc committee that will formulate and implement thesc
yearly activitics, in collaboration with the Intemmational Cormittec of the Red Cross in
Manila, the Philippine Mational Red Cross and the concemed non-government
organizations and people’s crppnizations in the country.

The budget for these yearly activities shall be included in the annual appropriations
of the Department of National Defenase.

Done in the City of Manila, Uus3\§l'aay of ~.) t/ l/\:1 , in the year of Our Lord,
nineteen hundred and ninety ninc.

By the President:

o KA

RONALDO B. ZAMORA
Executive Secrctary
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