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DISSEMINATION OF COMELEC RESOLUTION NO. 6498
(Deputation of Certain Departments Under the Executive Branch, Government-Owned
and Controlled Corporations and Financial Institutions in Connection
With the May 10, 2004 National and Local Elections)

To: Undersecretaries
Assistant Secretaries
Bureau Directors
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents
District Supervisors
Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools

1. For the information and guidance of all concerned, enclosed is a copy of Commission
on Elections (COMELEC) Resolution No. 6498 dated December 30, 2003 entitled
“Deputation of Certain Departments Under the Executive Branch, Government-Owned and
Controlled Corporations and Financial Institutions in Connection With the May 10, 2004
National and Local Elections.”

2. Particular attention is invited to the duties and functions of this Department relative to
the conduct of the elections, for strict compliance.

3. immediate dissemination of this Memarandum is desired.

M, /( /‘B ALY :.
RAMON C. BACANI
Undersecretary

Officer-in-Charge

Encl.: As stated
Reference: DepED Memorandum: No. 461, s. 2003
Allotment:  1—(D.O. 50-87)
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index
under the following subjects:

ELECTIONS EMPLOYEES
BUREAUS & OFFICES OFFICIALS

Rhea/Madel:c:resolution no. 6498
01-06-C4

“Educating for a Strong Republic”




(Enclosure to DepED Memorandum No. 3, s. 2004)

Republic of the Philippines
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS

Manila

DEPUTATION OF CERTAIN PRESENT:
DEPARTMENTS UNDER THE ABALOS, Benjamin S., Chairman
EXECUTIVE BRANCH, TANCANGCO, Luzviminda G., Commissionar
GOVERNMENT-OWNED AND JAVIER, Ruting S.8., Commissioner
CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS LANTION, Ralph C., Cormmissioner
AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS SADAIN, Mehol K., Commissionar
IN CONNEGTICN WITH THE MAY BORRA; Resurreccicn Z., Commissioner
10, 2004 NATIONAL AND LOCAL TUASON, Florentino, Jr. A., Commissioner
ELECTIONS, .Promulgaled: 30 DECEMBER 2003

RESOLUTION NO. 6498

WHEREAS, pursuant 1o the Conslitution, the Omnibus Eleclion Code and other eleclion taws, [he
Commission on Elections may depulize certain depariments under the Executive Branch, Government-Owned
and Conlrolled Corporations and Financial Institulions in conneclion with the May 10, 2004 National and Local
Elections, *-.. . . .. ..

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission on Eleclions, by virus of lhe powers vested in it by the Conslitulion,
the Omnibus Elaction Code and other ralated eleciion laws, has RESOLVED to depulize, as it hercby depulizes
the following depariments under the execulive branch, governmeni-owned and controlled corposations and
financlal Institutions, to perform specilic dulies relative 1o The conduct of the elections, as follows:

' - - I. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The Dapdriment of Education (DepEd)} and its Depanimeni Secretary, tho Undersecretanes, Assislant
Secretaries, Reglonal Directors, Assistant Regional Direclors, the Provincial / City Superintendenls of Schools
or Officers-In-Charge thaiecl, are hereby designated Deputies of the Commission on Eleclions: and the Dislicl
School Supervisors, School Principats or Officers-In-Charge thereol, are hereby appomted Assislant Deputics.
They shall have the following duties and functions:

The Daparment Secratary, the Undersecretaries, Regicnal Directors and Assislani Regional Direclors:

Comply with and enlorce all orders and instructions of the Commission relalive 1o the
election duties and functions of public school leachars in conneclion with 1ho May 10,
2004 national and iocal slections, and perform such other measures as are necessary
including the use of all public schoo! bulidings designaled as poling places/centers,

a}  The Provinclal/Cily Suparintendents of Schools, and Officars-In-Charge thereof:

a)  Submiltothe Efection Officers (EQ) nol later than January 26, 2004, the names of public schaol
teachers recommended lor appoinimenl as chairmen and members of the Boards ol Election

Inspectors. (BEIs)
b)  Submil to the EQ the names of distnct supervisors and school principals recommended far

. appointment as assistants.
¢} Comply striclly with the rules and requlalions prescribed herein, and such olher resolutions as

may be promulgaled by the Commission.
b)  The District Scheol Supervisars, School Principals or Clticers-In-Charge: \
a}  Receive all communications from the Commission or its depulies and transmil them to the BEL

concerned.
b)  Supeivise public schacl 1eachers appoinled 10 positions of charrmen and members of the BE]

in accordance wilh the instructions of the Commission.
c}  Receive complaints againsl any chairman or member of said board and lo transmil the sama fo

the Commission or ils representatives; and
d)  Adop, joinlly with the Election Oflicer and tha BE[, adequate measurcs to saleguard election
documants and paraphernalia,

The DepEd Regional Direclors, Assistanl Regional Directors, Provincial and City Suporinlendenls of
Schoals, District Supervisars, School Principals or Ofticers-In-Charge thereal, and pubtic School Teachers, shall
nol be transierred or assigned to olher positicas during the election penod, withoul prior wiitien authority of the
Commission.

The following guidelines shall be obscrved in he appointmenl of teachers lo lhe BEI:

All public school teachers who had served as chairmen or members of the BEI in previous elections

shall be given preference for appointment 10 the same precingls;

b)  Wheraitis necessary lo constiluie new or addilional BE, preference lor appoiniment shall ba given
to public schacl leachers wha efficiently served in lhe 2001 eleclions, and wha are regislered volers

ol the municipality/city; )
The best qualitied public schoot leachers on the basis of rank, position and salary shall bo appointed

chairmen; and
it

a)

c)
-of pubio achool tesohera in the city or municipality lor appoiniment as chairmen
and members of the BEI, the cily superiniendent of schools and/ar districl supervisors shall
immediately nolily tha EQ of such fact.

No conference, seminar, or any school aclivity, which might inlerfere, restrict, or prevent the perfarmanco
of election dulies of district school supervisors, school principals and public school teachars, shalt be held during
the election period axcept upon prior writien autharity of the Commission. ‘

The superintandant of schoals, district suparvisor or school principal shall immediately report 1o the EQ
any chaiman or member of the BEI who hava commitied or are commitling any serigus irragularity or misbehavior
in the perfarmance of duties who are disqualified 1o serve as such, The EQ shall relieve said chairman or member
and appoint the corresponding substitute who shall immediately be directed lo take over.

Immediately alter the elections, the Commission and/or school officials concerned, shall fite against the
erring chairman or member, he appropriate criminat andfor adminisirative chargag in accordance wilh existing
laws, rules and requlations of the Commission.

<




1. THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

The Depariment of Finance and its Department Secretary are hercby designated doputies ol the
Commission 1o anlorce and ensure during the election pariod thal:

1}

2)

Provincial, City and Municipal Treasurers, shall:

a}  Remainin their present assignmants and not ba Iranslerred or delailed, wpalher lemqorarily or

permanently, to anothsr province, cily or municipality, excepl upon written authority of the

Commission.

b) Notbe allowed 1o go on leave of absence from office during the period starting two weeks belore
and two weaks afar election day excep! upon prior watten appraval of the Commission, They
shall al all lmes assign respansible employees in their oliices |o receive telegrams and
instructions from tha Commission relative lo election malters Lo ansure immediale action

thereon.
¢) Mol designate lemporary ar casual employees as Olficer-In-Charge of the Ollice of the

Treasurer,

All City/Municipal Treasurers shall;

a)  Under the direct orders and supervision of the EQ, preserve, lake cuslady and storage of

slection forms, ballot boxes, paraphernalia, supplies and materials enlrusted o them and
prevent any loss, deslruclion, impairment or damage thereol.
In tha discharge of their duties as deputies of the Commission, the City/Municipal Treasurars
shall nol be subject to the cammand, contral or orders ol the city/municipal mayors or olher
iocal execulive officials. tn this respect, il shall be unlawtul lor Ihe city/municipal mayors or olher
focal execulive oflicials lo intervena or interfare in tho discharge by thase depulies of their duties
in conneclion with the election.

b}  Keep a record of the quantity and serial numbers of official ballots, election relurns and ballol
boxas allocated lor distribution to the various yirecincls in their raspective jurisdiclion, and
fumish legible copies of such record to the candidates, the EQ and the Eleclion Records and
Statislics Departmeni {ERSD), Commission on E.ections, Manila, immedialely alter distribution.

¢) Distribule in tha presence of walchers il available, the oflicial ballots, efection returns and ballat
boxes, individually or as pan of a kit as may be decided by the Commission, to the Boards not
earlier than the first hour on eleclion day. However, the Commission, upon raquesl of the
Treasurer, and upon the recommendation of the EQ, may authorize the City/Municipal
Treasurars, lor reasons such as, bul not limiled lo, distance and weather gondition in the locality
and ditficulty of transponiation, number of precincts in a cily or municipality, and prevailing peace
and order, to distribute tha elaclion forms, materials, suppiies and other paraphernalia lo the
BE] at an advance date with wriien nolice to the candidates and political parties.

The BEI shall issue the proper receipt slarting clearly the dale, the number of sels and the
cofresponding quantily and sarial numbers of the official ballots and ballol boxas and other
accountable forms and supplies,

d)  Submil a join! writlen repor with the EQ within live days afler Eleclion Day la the ERSD, of the
quantity and serial numbers of the ballot boxes and accountable lorms. A candidale may ba
furnished copy thereol upon written request.

Submil 1o the EO an official report on ballot boxes which were not retusned to him by the BE! immediately
_ afier its adjournment, The ERSD shall be furnished with a copy of said report.

The Provingial, City and Municipal Treasurers are hereby designalted for the purpose herain provided as
Deputies under the direct and immediata supervision of the Commissian in their respeclive provinces, cities and
municipalilias,

2. THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION

The Department of Transpartation and Communicalions, and ils Department Secrelary and all agencies/
offices under the deparimen! are hereby designaled as depulies to perorm the [oliowing duties and funclions:

a)

b}

<)

d}

Circularize to all owners and operators of land and air transpeortation facilities and teiecommunications
services, holders of cerificales of public convenience, lranchises or other iorms of authorizalion,
that the following acts are election offensas under tha Omnibus Election Coda:

1) Sec. 89 which prohibits any candidale, political party or organization or any person from giving
or accepting transpontation, (ree of charge, direclly or indirectly during the live (5) hours bafora
and after a public meeting. on the day preceding tha alection and on eleclion day;

2}  Sec. 95 which prohibits contributions for partisan political activity given direcily or indirectly by
natural or juridical persons operaling a public utility; or by natural or juridical persons who held
contracts or subconiracls to supply the government or any of its agencies, subdivisions or
instrumentalilies with goods or services ar to perdarm conslruclion or other wark; or by nalural
or juridical persons who have been granled franchise, incentives, exemplions, allocalions or
similar privileges or concessions by the government or any of ils agencies, subdivisions or
instrumentalilies including government-owned or contralled corporations; or by naiural or
juridical persans who within one year prior 10 1he dale of ihe eleclion have been granted lcans
ar other accommodations in excess ol P100,000.00 by the governmenl or any o! ils agencies,
subdivisions or instrumentalities including government-owned or controlled corporalions;

3)  Sec. 97 which makes il unlawful for any person or organizalion, whelher civic or religious, 1o

diraclly or Indiroctly solicht and/or nccep! from any candlidata for public office orfrom his campalgn
managar, agant or representative, or eny person acting in thalr bshalf, any gilt, tood,
transportalions, coniribution or donation In cash or In kind from the commencement of the
oloclion ponod up to and including eloclion day; ,

4)  Sec. 261 {o) which prohibils tha usoe undar any guise whatsoever, diraclly or indirectly of any
prinling press, radio or telavislon station or audio-visual equipmant operated by the govemmment
or by I1s subdivisions, egencles or inslrumentalities, including govemmeant-ownad or cantrolled
corporations, or any aquipmenl, facllty, apparatus, paraphernalla or vahicle owned by the:
govarnmaent or by its palitical subdivisions, agencies, orinstrumeantalitiss, including govemment.
owned or controlled corporalions or by the Armed Forces of the Philippines for any slaction
campaigr: or for any partisan political activity; and : .

5)  Sec. 261 (dd) (4) which panalizes any operator or employea of a public utlity or transporiation
company operaling under a cortificale of public convenience who reluses to carry officlal election
mai mallers frea ol charge during lhe election period. .

Direct its agents lo apprehend violalars of tho alorasaid provisions of the Omnibus Election Code

and refar such violations to the Commisson;

Requira all transporiation companies engaged in the oparation of transportation facilities 1o report

within thirty (30} days following Lhe day of the eleclion, the use, rental or hiring of their facilitles by any

candidale, political party, coalttion of political parlies, or groupsforganizations in connection with the

slaclion campaign, including the amount pard for such use, rental or hiring, which report shall b

submilled to the Regional Elecion Direclor, who in lurn shall submit the sama 1o the ERSD lor the

purpose of proper accounling and monitoring of expensos under Secs. 100 and 101, raspectively, In -

relation to Sec. 112 of tha Omnibus Election Codo; and 4

Perlarm such othor duties and lunclions which the Commission-may prascribe from time 1o lime.




4. THE PHILIPPINES POSTAL SERVICES CORPORATIOM, THE NATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, AND THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
The Philippine Postal Services Corporatron and the Postmasier Genoral, tho National Telecommunlcations
Commussion and tha Commissioner, and the Telecommunications Otfice and ils Direclor are hereby designated
as depulies (o perform the Iollowing funclions and duties:

a}  Instruct their respective personnel and the management of all private lelecommunications firms lo.
give special preference lo, and effecl immediate iransmission and delivery of messages or lelegrams
of the Commission, its field personnel and its deputies during the election pariod; and between and
amonyg he Commussion's held oflices, its depulies and othar assisting agencies until alter tho
proctamation of the winming cantidales in the May 10, 2004 Nalipnal and Local Elections;

b)  Impress upon such personne! and management thal non-compliance with the provisions of Sec. 9 of
the Omnibus Eleclion Code on preflerential transmission of official mails, massages and Islegrams
relative to the eloclions, conslitutes an election offense punishable under Sec . 264 of said Code with
impnisonmenl of not less than one year bul nat more than six years and shall nol be subjacl o
prabatian. In addiion, The guilly party shall be sentenced lo sufier disqualificalion to hold public office*
and depnivalion ol the righi ol sultrage;

¢}  Assign sulticien! number of personnel 10 receive. transmil and deliver election messages ten days
betore and on eleclion day and len days alter eleclion day;

d)  Make operalional all its stations during 1he election period; and .

e)  Perform such alher dulies and funclions which the Cammission may prescribe from time 1o time.

5. THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND
ELECTRIC COCPERATIVES

The Department of Energy and ils Secretary and other agencies under it, and eleclric cooperallves in the

local government units are hereby designated as depulies to perform the faliowing:

a}  To provide uninterrupled power supply on the day before and on election day, until the termination/

- conclusion ol the canvassing of the election relurns and proclamation of the elected officials; and

b}  To perlorm such other lunctions thal the Commission may prescribe from lime to time,

] 6. THE PHILIPPINE AIR LINES (PAL)
The Philipigne Air Lines and ils President are hereby designated as depulies to perform the following
[unctions and dulies: . :

a)  Direct the officials and employees of PAL throughoul the country to give preferential accommodation
of "must-ride status” lo officials, emplayees and depulies of the Commission traveling on official
business; . . '

b}  Direct said officials and employees of Ihe Airlines to effec! immediate shipment, dellvery and -
transmiltal of COMELEC cargo and other election mallers; and

€)  Perorm such other dulies and functions which the Gommission may prescribe from time to time.

7. THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
) The Civil Service Commission, and ils chairman and officials are designated as depulies lo snforce and
implement the provision of Ihe Constilution of the Philippines particularly paragraph 4, Seclion 2, B, Adlicle 1X,
which provides thal:

“{4] No olticer or omployee in the civil service shall engags, directly ar indireclly, in any
electiangering or partisan political campaign.”
and the provision of the Omnibus Election Code (BP 881}, particularly Seclion 261;

“Seclion 261. Prohibited Acts. - The foltowing shall be guilly of an election offensa:
XXX XXX

f)  Appolntmenl of new. employees, creation ol new positlon, promoti
lncreasay, During the lorly-fiva (45} days before a regular election; and thirty days before a speclai
eleclions; (1) any head, olficial or appointing officer of a gavernmant office, agency or instrumentality,
whether national or local, including government-owned or controlled coiporations, wha appoints or
hires any new employee, whether provisional, lempaorary or casual, or creates and fills any new
position, except upon prior authorily of the Commission. The Commission shall not grani the authority
sought unless, il is satistied that the posilion lo be filled is essential lo the proper functioning of tha
oflice or agency concerned, and that Lhe position shall no! be lilled in a manner that mav inflirence the
electlon, - P . .

As an exemption fo the foregoing provisian, a new employee may be appolnled in case olurgent
need: Provided, however, That nolice of the appoiniment shall be given to tha Commission within
thres days from the date of 1he appointment. Any appoiniment or hiring in vislation of this pravision
shall be null and void, . - ‘
(2) Any government official who promoles, or gives any increase of salary or remuneration or

privilege lo any government oflicial or employet, i cluding those in government-owned or

controlled corporation.

g Iransferof officers and employees In the clvil service. - Any olficial who makes or causes transtar
or detall of any officer or employee in the civil service including public schoot teachers, within the
election period except upon prior approval o the Commission.

h}  Intervention of pubilc officers and employess. — Any officer or employea in the civil service, except
those holdings polilical olfices: any ollicer, employee, or member of tha Armed Forces of the
Philippines, or any police jorce, special larces, home delensa lorces, barangay seli-defense units
and all other paramilitary units thal now exist or which may herealter be organized who directly ar
indirectly, inlervenes in any political activily, except to vole or lo preserve public order, It he is a peace

officer.”
LXK XXX

XXX

XXX

and other relaled provisions of law an tha matler.
8. COMMISSION ON AUDIT

Tha Commisslon on Audlt, s Chalrman and oficials are dosignaled as depulles and es such, thay shall
snforce and Implament the provisions ol Section 3 of Republic Act No, 6679, In relation to the provisions of
Sec. 261 (v) and (w), of tho Omanibus Election Code, quoled as lollows: .
“Sec. 3, The conslruclion or maintanance of provincial, cily and barangay:lunded roads
and bridges shall ba prohlbiled for a perlad of 1en {10} days Immediataly preceding the
dale of election, the provisions of Section 261 paragraphs (v) and (w) of the Omnibus
Elaclion Code to the conlrary nolwilhstanding.” '
?. DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT
The Departmen! of Budget and Management, ils Seciotary and Ofiicials arg designated as deputles and
as such they shall enforce and implerment the provisions ol Sec. 3 of Republic Act No. 6697, quoled above, In
relation to Sec, 261, paragraphs (v) and {w) of the Omnibus Eleclion Code, speciiically on the prohibition agains
release/expendrures and disbursement of public funds.




10. PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

The Phitippine Information Agency. its Direclor and officials are designated as deputies and as such shall

peiorm the following cuties; :

1. Assist tha Commission in ils education and intormalion campalgn on tha atoresaid slectiong;

2. Make available 1o the Commission the sarvices of and its parsonnel, as may ba necossary 1o ensurs
imglementation of the programs ol aclivilies or operation plans for the Commission's informatlon
campaign;

3. Preduce such inlormation malerials as the Commission may deem neceasary to ensure the conduct
of free, orderly, hones!, peacelul and credible national and local elactions on May 10, 2004; Provided,
that in all casas: '

a)  The Agency shall adhere striclly 1o the policy of the Commission that the educallon and
information campaign must be absolutely impartial, objective and neutral;

b)  The expenses it may incur, as such depuly for the information campaign of the Commissfon,
i.e., production o! information materials, shall be for the exclusive account of the Agency; and

¢} Anyinlormation material which thg Agency, as such deputy, shall produce upan the direction of
the Commission, shall be published/distnbutedireteased only upan prior clearance from the
Commission Io ensure that nothing (herein conlained shall detraci from or violate the policy of
impartiality, objeclivily and neulrality,

4. Pertorm such olher dulies and lunclions which the Comemission may prescribe from time 1o time,

EFFECTIVITY
This resolution shall take effect seven (7} days ioliowing ils publication in at least two (2) daily newspapers
of genaral circulation in the Philippines.
DISSEMINATION

The Executive Director shail lumish all the above depulized officials and/or depariments, offices, or

agencies, through their respeclive heads, copies of this resolutign pertinent 1o their agencles. : :

The Education and Information Deparimenl shall cause the publication of this resolulion in two (2)

newspapers of general circulation and disseminate this resolution for the Information of the public.
’

SO ORDERED. nw F\/

BENJAMIN S. ABALOS

aney/ S

LUZYIMINDA G. TANCANGCO RUFINO 5.B. JAVIER
COmmissiqner Commissioner
— .
CF ey 7 -
RALPHC. LANTION MEHC

Commissioner Co sion_er
(Z«_.__ g e 7 Prom |},
ESURRECCION Z;BORRA FI:ORE/NTiNO AT ASON, JR.

Commissioner Commissioner



