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DepEd MEMORANDUM
No. 271 s 2003

CREATION OF AN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE AND DESIGNATION OF POINT
~ PERSONS FOR DEPED ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAM

To: Undersecretaries
' Assistant Secretanes
. Bureau Directors
Directors of Services, Centers and Heads of Units
Regional Directors
Schools Division/City Superintendents .
- Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools

1. The Department of Education has established the DepEd Anti-Poverty Oversrght
Committee, and designated the DepEd Regional, Provincial, and Municipal Anti-Poverty
Point Persons as mandated under Administrative Order No. 21 dated November 8, 2001 and
by Executive Order No. 33 dated November 28, 2002, o _ : |

2. The DepEd National Anti- Poverty Oversight Committee and the DepEd Regional,

- Provircial, and Munigipal Anti-Poverty point persons will assist in the implerhentation of the -
Anti-Poverty Program and Kapit-Bisig Laban sa Kahirapan (KALAH!) program in
collaboration with other social services sectors and other government agencies.

3. The composition of the oversight commlttee and the desrgnated point persons are
the following: ,

. DepEd National Antl F'overty Oversrght Committee:

Chairperson - Undersecretary Jose Luis Martrn C. Gasqon
Vice Chairpersons - Assistant Secretary Jesus G. Galvan

. Assistant Secretary Ma. Lourdes G. De Vera
Members: - Director Teresita G. Inciong -.BEE -

Director Lolita M. Andrada - BSE
Director Carolina S. Guerrero - BNFE
Director Thelma G. Santos -.SHNC
Director Orlando O. Cxales - TS

e DepEd National Anti-Poverty Committee (NAPC) Regional, Provincial,
and Municipal Anti-Poverty Point Persons: '

Regional Directors

Schools Division Superintendents) NAPC priority provinces,

District Supervisors }  municipalities and barangays -
Principals | )




4, The committee and point persons shall be tasked with the following functions:
e DepEd Oversight Committee |

a. Ensures coordination and consistency in the implementation of Anti-
Poverty Program, implementation of policies and operational
directions from the National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC) and
recommends to NAPC the interventions for effective and efficient
poverty reduction,; ) ' ’

b. Prepares Plan of Action, with government/sectoral inputs and

- participation; . '

~¢. "Conducts regular committee meetings to identify the causes of the
problems, the processes and the solutions to the management; and

d. Analyzes and interprets data/information, reviews the work/output of
the DepEd Regional Offices' Point Persons and Secretariat on Anti-
Poverty for finalization and approval by NAPC.

"~ » DepEd Regional Point Persons

a. Identify the regional needs/requirements;
b. Prepare the Regional Anti-Poverty Action Plan; examine, review or
make some modifications of the prepared plans that need to be
changed when the situation so demands and submit the proposal to
“the DepEd NAPC Principals for. approval; and
c. . Regularly submit status report of implementation of the workplan to
the DepEd NAPC Secretariat. -

5 Enclosed are Memorandum Circular No. 33 and its implementing guidelines, and the
KALAHI target areas, for the information and guidance of all concerned. '

6.  Immediate disseminaticn of this Memorandum is desired.
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(Enclosure to DepEd Memorandum No. 271, Se 2003)
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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 33

INSTITUTIONALIZING THE KAPIT BISIG LABAN SA KAHIRAPAN (KALAHI) .
AS THE GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM FOR POVERTY REDUCTION

. rWl-JiEREAS, President Gl&xflé'}Macapagal—Arrc-yo geclared an ali out war
against poverty in her inaugural spgech; . . ' '

WHEREAS, winning the'war "against poverty’ entails an energized -
bureaucracy, and. an empowered and highly participative civil society and
business sector working together adhering to conlinuous chnsensus-building -

~ processes; K : -

WHEREAS, the Medium Teérm: Philippine Development Plan (MTPDP)
2001-2004 espouses poverty reduotion:as its overarching theme apelied out in
the following major sections: (a) Macroeconomic Stability and Equitable Growth,
(b) Agricultural Modernization with Social Equity; (c) Comprehensive Human:
Development and Protecting the Vulnerable; and (d) Good and Effective

" Governafice; | o ‘

WHEREAS, the Kepit:Bielg: Laban sa Kahirapan or KALAHI, has been
adopted as the embodiment of th@gove’rnment‘s poverty reduction initiatives. .

NOW, THEREFORE, |, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of
the Philipplnes and Chairperson’ of the National Anti-Poverty Commission, by
vitue of the powers vestsd in me by faw, do hereby order the institutionalization

“oithe KALAHI in governmant systems and processes.

 SECTION 1. POLICY STATEMENT. The Kapit-Bisig Laban sa Kahirapan
(KALAHI) shall be the administration’s overarching program for a focused,
accelerated, convergent, and expanded, and strategic effort to reduce poverty.

. All government poverty reduclion programs and projects shall ancher on

KALAHL The government, through -KALAHI, shall solicit active participation of -
basic sector organizations, other: civil society organizations, and buslness sector .
. In its poverty reduction programs.or aclivities.

Lo SECJZ. .gg'lg!'s. The po?ed'y reduction program of the "Qovernmant shall
. pursug the following goals: (a) reduced poverty, (b) improved governance, and
. (¢} empowered communities, ' . | P

'SEC 3. Stmtegips. The:KALAHI shall be operationalized based on the
P iollgwmg poverty reduction-stratpgibs: (a) accelerated assat ieform, (b) im'p!_'_t_wad
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. access to human development services, (¢) provisicn of employment and

livelinood opportunities, (d) security from viclence and social protection including

safety nets for vulnerable seciors, and (e) Institutiopalized and strengthened
participation of the basic sectors in gavernancs. Environmental protection shail

be a cross-cutting concern in all these: strategies. '

SEC 4. Convergence Policy. Wt is the policy of the government to enjoin
the active involvement of all sectors *of society in the operationalization of
KALAHI. Multi-stakeholder and inter-agency convergence shall be observed and
institutionalized in all paverty reduction activities. All government agencies shall
therefore institutionaliza KALARI in thelr'respective systems and processes and
participate actively in the implementation of KALAHI in the national and sub-
national levels.. ‘ . . :

 SECS. mww_eg&gjﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁe National Anti-Poverty Commission

(NAPC), by virtue of the Republici Act B425 (Soclal Reform and Poverty

Allaviation Act of 1997), shall serve as the oobordinating and oversight body in the
operationalization of the government's poverty reduction initiatives. It shall
provide enabling policies 10 ensure éfficient and successful implementation of the

KALAHL .

To facllitate proper targeting é'f,'KAL,AHI sites, and planning, coordination.

and monitoring .of poverty reduction programs, projects and resources, adharing
to the principie of open end inclusive: membership, NAPC shall faciliiate the

establishment of the following convergence groups:

"a) The. Nationai KALAHI Convergence Group (NKCG), composed of
" heads and/or focal persohia:of 'the followlng initial list of national
government = agencies: ‘Department of Social Welfare and
Development, Department: -of . Health, ‘ Department of - Education,
Commission con Higher Edugation, . Departmsnt of Agriculture,
Department of Agrarian Ruférm, Department of Environment and

- Natural Resources, Departraant of Justice, Dapartment of Interior and

. Local Government, Depariment of National Defense, Depariment of
Public Works and Highways, Department of Budget and Management,
Department of Trade and: Industry, Department of Labor and
Employment, Department of -Science and. Technology, Dapartment of
Energy, National Economic-and :Development Autharity, Tachnology
and :Livelihood Resource” Center, People’s Credit and Finance
Corporation, Presidential Gommission for the Urban Poor, National

" Authority, ‘National Imicatiori Administration, National Statistical
Cogrdinatien . Board, M.:ioral- Stetistics Office, Philippine Charity
Sweeptstakes Office, Pliippine Information Agency, Armed Forces of

"‘,"{,:L%ﬁ?) '\theiPhlIiQpines. Philippina._N'attona.l Police, Popul‘ation_': Qommlss!on,
LA, Cooperative Development ~ Authority, Quedan Credit Corporation,
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" Housing Authority, ‘Netional " Youth- Commission, National Food -
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Office of the Presidential Advlser on the Peace Process, and other
national government agencies that may be identified hareafter, national
chapters of League of Provinces, League of Cities, League of
Municipalities, and Liga ng’ mga Barangay, anc the NAPC Basic Sector
Representatlves

‘The NAPC Lead Convanor shall serve as Chair of, the NKCG with the

NAPC Secretarlat asits Secretarlat o |
"For purposes of a more *fooused and- courdinated plannmg and
programming, the convergerice ‘group shall be divided into four (4)
clusters, namely. asset. reform, human deavelopment services and
social protectlon livelihood and employmant, and institutionalizing and
capacity-building. Membershlp in the_clusters shail be based on the
relevance of organizational mandates; thus any governmanl agency or
body, or clvil sociely representatlve may become a member of any
cluster and may opl to join more than one clusler

b) The Regxonal nAlAHi Convergence Groups (RKCG) composeu of

" heads and/or focal paraona of the regional counterparts of the NKCG

" agencies, the Cablnet Officer for Regional Development (CORD)

. and/or his/her representative, the Presidential Assistant for Regional

- Development (PARD) or the Regional Development Officer (RDO)

and/or his/har representative, NAPC Seotoral Council members in the

region, regional chapters of local government leagues, Local Poverty

Reduction. Program Actlon Officer (LPRAQ) of each province and

highly urbanized city in the reglon, and other government agencies,
organizations or sectors that the RKCG may invite as members.

i) A RKCG shall be .set-up. within the existing structure of the

' Reglonal Development-Council (RDC) for all regions except the
National Capital Region {(NCR) and the Autonomous Regior of

Mushm Mindanao (ARMM) L

1) . The Chair of the RKCG shall be the Presidentlal Assistant for
' Reglonal Developnient: (PARD) or the Regional Development
Officer (RDO), as the.case may be, while the Vice-Chair, who

shall perform the fungctions, of the Chair In the former's absencs,

- shall be elected from among |ts members.

my . ‘Tha NEDA Reglonal dfﬂoe (NRO) aha%l serve as the ‘secretariat
. - of the RKCG. Ths RKCG may call upon concerned government |
: P R , pgencues orgamzatfbns. seators, or entities such as the Local -
h overty Reduction Program Officers (LPRAOs). whenever
. m“' ) nscessary )
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iv) The CORD shall’ facllitate resolutlon of RKCG matters that need
Cabinet action,

v) The govemment af ! the ARMM shall constitute its own
convergence group and secretariat. It may however cail on the
‘assistance of the NAPC on this matter. The ARMM Governor
shall be the ARMM KALAHI Convergernce Chalr,

_vi)  The NAPC shall facilifate the establishment of a RKCG in the
NCR whose chair-shall be the NAPC ‘Lead Convenor. The
NAPC Secrotariat shall serve as the NCR- RKCG s Secretariat. .

vii)  The RKCG shall recogniza and work with KALAHI focal persons.
or teams that LGUs may establish at their reSpective levels

viiiy  The RKCG shall cd:l!aborate closely vith the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) "and the Philippine National Police (PNP)
to maintain the strong’ fink between antl-poverty and internal
security efforts of the govemment

SEC 6, §ngg{;o_r_;§yzat¢gn anfg Capagity- ngmg_ The NAPC shall

coordinate the planning, monltoring and -evaluation, and assessment -and

: lnteqratuon of tools and mechanismas tHat will be used under tha KALAHI .

_program. ‘it shall exercise ovarsight functions over any government agency's

capacity-bulldlng programs or pro;ects for poverty reductlon

SIEC 7. Ey_ﬂagﬁmm To effectively Irnplement KALAHI in all
targeted areas and communities, funding shall be sourced from. (a) allocation
from program funds of nationai government agencies; (b) allocation from funds of
. local government units, including but not limited to, the 20% development fund,
gender and development fund, etc.;. {(¢) spedial funds from government financial

institutions and government owned and controlied corporations such as the

Philippine Aniusement and Gaming Carporation- (PAGCOR), Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO), and Land Bank of the Phllippines -(LBP); (d)
President’'s Social Fund (PSF); (e) People's Davelopment Trust Fund (PDTF); (f)
congresslonal allocation; (g) donor institutions, both- foreign and local and (h)
other mnovatwe fundmg sources. . .
. Al goVemment agencies cancemed ‘shall ensure a KALAHI budgst ltem in
"their respective budget starting Flscal- ‘yaar 2004. - The Department of Budget and
Management- (DBM). in coordination’ with the NAPC, shall Issue guidelines and
orient af agencies concerned on the KALARI budget. -

SEC 8. MMM The implementing guidelines of this

- Memorar:.:!m Circular shall be pre.:ared by the NAPC aec{etanat within 60 days
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d;;':m slghlng, and shall undergo .consultation process with the differant
_ stakeholders. - o . : |

SEC 9. Repealing Clause, AHl orders, issuances, rules and regulations,
which are: consldered inconsisterit: with ‘this Memorandum Circular are hereby
repealed and modified accordingly, . : ' '

SEC 10, QQEECEMULQMU&A"Y provision herec:f that may be daeclared in

violation of existing laws shali in no way nuliify the other provisions of this
Memorandum Clreular. - :

SEC 14, Effactivity, This Mérnorandum Circular shall take effect
immediately. o . | | o

Done in the City of Manila, this' 28" day of . Nbvember ,in the
year of Our Lord, two thousand and two. - - ‘

By the Preéi,dent:\

4

ALBERTO G. ROMULO
Executive Secretary




