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DISCUSSION OF VALUABLE LESSONS AND INSIGHTS
FROM THE WORLD TRADE CENTER TERRORIST
ATTACK AND RELATED EVENTS

- 1. An imporiant aspect of a child’s education is to be conscious of contemporary

global events which may have strong implications on the life of his/her country
and its people. e

2. The recent terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and Pentagon in the heart of
America and the response during and afler the incident is one such event from
which schoolchildren can draw valuable lessons and insights.

For instance, there was a firefighter responding afier the first tower was bombed
who admitted his great fear as he was entering the tower but nevertheless said that
this is a job which he has to perform. This story clearly shows his sense of duty
even af great risk to his own life. '

T'his is akin to 11 year old Sajid Bulig’s example. When the Bocaue pagoda sank,
Sajid saved nine (9) children and gave his own life trying to save the tenth,

3. Accordingly all schools are directed to choose a day in the month of October to
discuss this recent important event in appropriate subjects to be able to draw out -
its full significance in our lives. No special programs or gatherings need to be '
organized but simply a discussion during the approptiate subjects. '

4, The following are some of the suggested points for classroom discussions;

a) Values that have been demonsirated by those directly and indirectly involved,
e.g. the passengers who decided to fight the hijackers; the firemen, policeman
and others participating in the rescue efforts; and the actions taken by
American leaders and other nations in the aftermath of the terrorist attack.

b) How to avoid a recurrence of such an event through peace education, efforts

for international cooperation and understanding. Terrorism is a crime against

! humanity and decency. It must be fought. It must be suppressed. But in
fighting it, no person ¢an become a terrorist as well. }Q%
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b ' : ¢) How to respond to such mcldents through disaster preparedness programs and -
j i ‘ participation in relief and rehabilitation effors.

d) The UN response against terrorism (Annex A).

e 5. For immediate and wide implementation,
~ RAULS.ROCO
Secretary
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The UN against Terrorism

L e C ANNEXA _
Terrotism is 2 problem that can only be tackled through global cooperaton.

The UN has taken both legal and poliical steps to combat terrorism, -

Terrorist Bom _
either prosecute or exteadite those accused of terrotist boming;. The,, .
Declaration on Measures to Eliminate International Terotism, adopted ja.

1994, is a, 'g:pngrctrc:‘gct;ion'plan outlining national and international measutes . -
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to be taken by States against terrorism. .

e In :th.ézlegz.l‘ sphete, the UN and its agencies have developed a.

bing, adopted by the Assembly in 1997, provides that States”

‘comprehensive network of internationa] agteements that constitute the legal - -

. grounds to combat terrorism. . These include conventions on offences ., -

) comtmitteed on aircraft (1963), on the seizure of aitcraft (1970), on acts’, " o

against the safety of civil aviation (1971), oa preventing and punishing

- ctimes against diplomats (1973), on hostage-taking (1 979), on the protection

- of nucleat material (1979), on acts against the safety of maritime favigation:
- (1988), on attacks at international airports (1988), on matking plastic- - ..
. .. explosives to make them detectable (1991) and on terrorist bombings - .

%9,

5 Wlthrespect to :é'lcdént attacks in US, the United Nations hag issued the .
following puidance:

1. The United Nations stagds with the United States, and with New York, "}
its host city, in the testible ordeal to which they have been subjected.
Within 30 hours of the attacks, the Sectetary-Genetal, the Security |
Coundl and the General Assembly had unanimously condesnned these -

batbatic aéts and voted to support actions to bring those responsibleto . -

justice, as well as those who id, support, or harbour them,

2. Terrotism is a global scoutge, and_muut be met by 2 united response
- from all nations. The Usnited Nations is an indispensible forum in

. which an effective plobal'response cag be worked out and coordigted, -

- possible coalition of States,
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To be effective, the response must have the full support of the brosdess: -
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-No people,

“Our response must not bing new divisions within or berween nations.

no region and no religion should be condemned because of

the unspeakable acts of a few individuals, Islam in patticular, as -

- . President Bush and many other national leaders have pointed out,isa -
teligion of peace, and Muslims across the wozld were as much appalled
2s any of us were by last week’s attacks. f

4 CIf ‘énirtlﬁng;last week’s events make the work of the United NaﬁOus'

v

‘event more iinpottant. We must confront violence and hatred even moge
resolutely, We must also intensify our sttuggle to overcome extreme .
poverty and its attendant ills — conflict, inequities, ignotance and disease,

In a statement rfoHOWiﬁg the attacks in New Yotk and Wiéhington D.C,, S

- the UN Secretary-

Genetal said; “There can be no doubt that these attacks are! . . '

deliberate acts of terrorism, carefully planned and coordinated - and as guch I

- condemn them utterly. Terroristh must be fougl. olutely whereverit .
&ppeats. In such momeats, cool and reasoned judgment is more espential than -
evet. We do not know yet vho is behind thes- 13, ot what objective they

hope to achieve, What we ¢ » know is that no just cause can be advanced by - - |
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