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To: Eureau Directars
Reglonal Dlractors
Chied of Service and Heads of Units/Centers
Sohncl s Superintandents
Fresldents, State Colleqges and nivereities
Heads of Private Scheols, Selleqges and Universities

1, - The Undted ¥atlons ohsarves the follmrdng calebrations during
the moirth of March -

Yajor deservances

&w Wazch 21 - Dheoovvancs of International Bay for the
Eliminatica of Racial Discrimination

be Mazrch 2127 o Week of Solidarify with the Peonles
Struggling Agalnst Racism and Raclal
Diggriminaticm

Oxher Unitod Matlops Obsarvgnoms

s March B w International iaments Day

be March 1Y - Workd Maritime Day {Cheerved in e

e March 23 - World Meteqrolooical Bay

2 Appropriate activiiies may beé undertakun iry schoocls %o drow
attention of the childron and thé comrunity te the signiflcance of
thesa events.

Ju Tha suggestad actlvities in the inclosurs ﬁav sorwe 39 bagls
for planning the aetivitieas to cmnnamarat& the ovants.

dn The contents of this Momorandun and its ineclosure shoutd ba
aroyght 0 the pttention of all schools concartsd.
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{ el ooure—toMECS Tamorandum No.  2¢, 5. L1955}

UNTTSD MATECNS CITERSALION TH-HARCH

ATho ZLgt of Mareh has been proglaimed by the UmdEsd Natione
as the Intarnzticohal Dny Tor the Elimlration of Faecial Discrimlpation
and as the beqinning of the YileeXkx of Sclidarity with thas Peoples 5 triige
gling Agalnst Hacism and Bacial Discrimination, in accordapce-udib. UM
Semaral dsseobly Resolufion of 1965 and 197 Tespectively.

The Zlst oT-Marchr wommenoseteg the Sharpeville Tasident which
took place in Sauth Afrlca, the only courrdry in the world thet prectices
racial discriminatlon, or as 1t 1z Jewown, apartheid gs a governmend
policy. Gn this day in 1960, a group of black South Africans held paace ful
aemcostrations 1n fromt of the Sharpeville police station ageinet the
requiremant of the South African Tovemnment that all black Africans In the
country carry Rrafprencet or WpassT hbooks. Yhits pollcenen armed wi€h
machinge-guns and riflaes fired at the demonstrators while et fMohter
planes flew cverhead to frichien them, A total of &9 persoms werse killed
and 180 wounded, including meny wooen and children. For the past 12 vears,
the United Watiome has emccurgeed the peapnles of all M Mesber Maotions o
ranmiaT the ssordfices of tha Sharpevills wictims ofF racial clscrimination
and to undsrtake activitiss to draw atiention €0 the Injustice of raciom

and racial disgriminetion in Sooth Africa and evervwhers sglas in the
world where these orlls exizt.

The Meck of Solldarity with #he Peoples Struogling Awsinsd Aaclsm
ant Saclal Dlectimlnetion was sstablished >y the Undted Mations in 1979
af part of the program for the flrst Deerde for Action to Combat Raclsm
and Bacial Disexipination 1%73-1943. Tha 3ecend Decade for Action to

Conbat Raclam and Racial Blacrimimation wae proclaimed by tha N from
19831993,

Duzing this Intemational Touth Yeer, the United Wations f9
partiouderly intorested in meking younn peoples awara of the need to
elisinata raciasm and meclal discrivdnation 2ll over the world bacanze
they represent wilolatlons of huwan Tights and boecause, wheh corried to
extrense, they represent a threat to internatlonal prace zt0d socurlty...t

The above peragraphs wore coplod from dhe leiier of Diractor
Rabing Sokal af the Unlted Matlons Infomestbion Ceontre for the Philippines

tz provids the backaround information that mav he needed by teachsrs ih
order to fittingly abkserve the svants,

In prdexr that attsotlon can e foowssd on *ha iszoz anusstataed
in tha s2id latter, leszone on the same mav he integrated in Siblka at

¥ultura, Seclal Studies, Arts and Ym=le, English and Pilipine, Activities
pay e

Yo Talks by trachers about the beelgoeumd of the
calebrations and the Sharpeville ineident

2« Clzssrooe discussicns of sisdlar incidants dravdng
attention to the injustices of raclsm

3. Pakipg dmwings/posters demicting axarplss of .
discrimination and =ays of evorcordng it

L+ #WTlting sheort as=aye, noomz oT fongs on the subject
of discrimlinatich gnd how the same may ba orarcoms

S« Stayimg short plays on diserimination conveylng tha
meszage of Tha injustless o7 Jlserimination












