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MBC WMEWORANDUMN
No, © . 504 g, 1981

| INTERNATIONAL YELR OF- DISARLED PERSONS

To: Burcau Directors
Regionel Directors
Chiefe of Services oand Heads of Units
Schools Superintcndents
Presidents, State Colleges ond Universities
Heads of Private Schools, Collesges
ond Universitics .

L. " The yeor 1981 wos proclaimed by a resolution of

“the United Notions General Assembly in 1976 as Internation~
al Year of Disabled Persons (IYDP) with the keynote theme:

"Full Participation ond Equality,." : ‘

2. The proclomotion aims to focus attention partice
ularly this year on the rehabilitetion of the estimated

450 million people who suffer from some form of physical
“or mehtal impairment, PFive principal objectives for the
Year were set oubt in the General fssembly resolutions, as
“followss ‘ ‘

2, Helping disabled persons in their‘physioalf
and psychological adjusiment to society;

be Promoting all notional and internctional
cfforts to provide discbled persons with
proper assistonce, training, care and guld-
~@nce, to make avaellable opportunities for
© . .8ultable work and to ensure their full . °
integration in. societys

Ce Bncouraging study and rescarch projects =
designed te foellitate the practical partic-
ipotion of disabled persons in deily life,
for cxample, by improving their access to
public buildings end transportotion systems:

de Educoting ond informing the public of the
rights of disebled pergons to poarticipate in
and contribute to var{gus agpcets of econcmic,
sociol ond poliftical lifes
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e, Promoting effective measures for the
prevention of disability and for the
rehabilitation of disabled persons.’

3. Another principal objective of IYDP is to fur-
ther the implementation of the 1971 Declaration on the
Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons and the 1975 Declara-
tion on the Rights of the Disabled Persons, both of which
were adopted by the UN General Assembly,

4. Relevant information and activitics for the
celebration are inclosed to this lMemorandum and each
institution as given self-determinetion to plan appro-
priate activities congruent with the needs of the local~-
ity. : :

5 Ingtitutions affiliated to the National
Federation of Unesco Clubs and Associated Schools in the
Philippines (NFUCASP) are encouraged to telke the leader-
ghip in underteking realistic projects for disabled
persong in the community. A list of these schoolg is
inclosed in DEC Memorandum No., 184, . 1976,

6. A plan of action for the regional, provin-
cial, municipal, district and schoeol levels should be
carefully organized in order to increase public under-
gtending of what disabilities are, the problemg they
bring, as well ag recognizing the distinction between
impairment, disability and hendiocaps.

Te - Activities may include geminar workshops

for school officials and teachers, mass media campaigns,
getting up committees to coordinate activities and re-
view progremmes, services, safety rules, cugtoms and
other relevant regulations to ensure that the needs of
the disebled are met. Adequate involvement of the dis~
abled themselves should be maximally implemented through
gelf-reliasnce projects.

8. Reports on special projects observed during

the year particularly by the NFUCASP, supparted by pic-

tures, should reach the Office of the WNational Research

and Dcvolopmerd Centre for Teacher Education, Ministry of
Eduestion and Culture, on oxr heéfore December 31, 198l.

9. ' Tt ie degired that all concerned extend full
support and cooperation to the IYDP to ensure its success,

3GD, ) ONOFRE D, CORPUZ
Minigter of Bducation and Culture
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(Inclosure to MEC Memorandum No. 50, 8. 1981)

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR THE CELZBRATION OF THE
INTERNATIONLL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS

Rationole s

The UN General Assembly has decided that 1981 should
be the Internationol Year of Disabled Persons so that govern-
ments, organizations and groups of individuals around the
world may increase their efforts to help the handicapped of
hearing, vigion, mental and mctor disabilities participate
fully in the life of the community through'self-reliance
activities.

Handicapped people must not be regarded as o group
apart whose necds are different from those of the rest of
the community, but as ordinary citizens with special dif-
ficulties. Therefore, soclietles have an obligation to
moke their physical environment, social and health services,
education and work opportunities, am well g8 cultural and
recreational facilities accesgible to the disabled,

‘

Suggestive Program of Actions:

1., Analyze critically national legislations concern-
ing the disabled and pags resolubtions to remove
all barriers and discriminatory practices which
affect their education and cmployment,

2+ Review progroammes for the disabled in such arcas
as preventive measures, cerly diagnosis and
treatment of hendicaps, rehabilitation, special
education, vocational training and cmployment
opportunitiecs and rccommend professional and
technical personncl nceded to be specially
troined for the purpase.

3, Improve the living and working conditions of the
handicapped people and their integration into
society by providing better access to cducation,
places of work and recreation, and adapting
buildings to meet their social necds,

4, Bupport the United Nations and its agenciles by
reinforcing technical cooperation in prevention
and rehabilitation programmes for the disabled
persons.

5. Help the handicapped to effectively organize
themselves s0 ag to make their views heard
and be able to actively participate in the
work of policy-making bodies.
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6. Give orientation geminars for school officials
on how to be aware and alert in early detéction
and intervention of probable handicap symptoms
of children. It is estimated that preventive
as well as early intervention measures could
reduce the number of disabled by as much as 50
percente.

7. Create programs on how to assist disabled people
help themselves in developing their creative
abilities and fulfilling themselves according to.

. their inclinations and talents. It should be
mentioned that renowned people like Bsethoven
was deaf, Milton was blind, and I'ranklin D.
Roosevelt was paralyzed.

8. Organize multidigeiplinary research activities
linking socioeconomic development with physical
and mental development on the effects of nutri-
tional needs of children or protein calorie ‘
deficiencies and malnutrition, suffered by some
100 million children which can be major causes
of death, brain damage and other vhysical and
mental defects.

9. Initiate studies on how the medium of dance
and music could be used to help the handicapped.

10. Encourage research activities on disabled persons
who .distinguished themselves by their unusual
achievemcnts not only on the national level but
gained recognition the world over.

Cultural Activities:

1. Plan ascvricecs of acvivities to encourage partici-
pation of disabled people in cultural life and
develop their creabive talents which may include .
theatre, dance and music workshops, as well as
training seminars for specialists.

2. Organize an art and cultural exhibition prepared
by the dumb, the deaf and the lame such as making
pesters, painting, sculpture, ceramics, wocod

- carving and the like.

%. Present -a literary and musical contests on the
theme: "The problems faced by the handicapped.”

For further particulars write to:
United Nations Information Center for the Philippines
NEDA Building . .
Amorsolo S5t., Legaspi Village -
Makati, iletro Manila :
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For Unesco documentotion on specinl education, apply to:

Specinl Bducation Unit
ED/SCM

Unesco

Ty, Placn de Fonteno
75700 Paris (Fronce

For free copiles of the Unesco Braille Courier, contacth:

The Editor

COU/ 0PI

Unesco :
7, Placce de Fontenoy
T5700 Paris (FPrance)

For other Unesco prograrmes, write to:

Office of Public Information
Unesco

T, Place de Fonteno

75700 Paris (France{

Bor general information on IYDP, apply to:

IYDP Secretariat

Centre t'or Social Development and Humenities Affairs
Vienna niternational Centre

P.0, Box 500

A-1400 Vienna (Austria)

Yor UN Publicity maoterial, opply to:

IYDP :
Divigion of Economic and Social Information
Department of Public Information
United Notions
‘ New York, N.,Y, 10017
'} UIS.A-.



